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EDITORIAL 


—— 


Our Associate 


Editor 


A good many readers of “The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal” are unaware of the fact that our 
associate editor is a practicing physician, not a 
minister. Probably few know that he is one of the 
busiest surgeons in the city of Asheville, his work 
for this “Journal” being done in a few hours time 
on alternate Sunday afternoons. 


Dr. Bell was a medica] missionary of our Church 
in China for twenty-five years, returning to this 
country in 1941, and having been prevented from 
returning to China up to the present, by circum- 
stances beyond his control. 


This editor takes a great deal of satisfaction 
from the amazing success of Dr. Bell in his profes- 
sion and from his standing with his fellow prac- 
ticioners. On the surgical staff of five different 
hospitals he has just been reelected, for the third 
year in succession, secretary of the staff of Ashe- 
ville’s oldest and largest hospital. 


We praise God for Dr. Bell and for the wonder- 
ful work he is doing in ministering both to bodies 
‘and souls. He reminds us very much of Luke, “The 
Beloved Physician.” —H.B.D. 


The Church’s 
Greatest Task 


In the October 1st issue of this “Journal” we had 
a short editoral entitled, “The Application of Social 
Principles.” Because we wish to amplify this 
editorial we quote it in full as follows. 


“Few disagree as to the need for Christian 
principles in national and international rela- 
tionships. But there is a wide divergence of 
opinion as to how these principles are to be 
made effective. 


To some it seems desirable to have the 
Church make pronouncements on social and 
moral problems and then for the Church to 
lobby for the enactment of this position. 


To others it seems wise to have the Church 
center its efforts on men and women, these 
Christian citizens in turn to make their impress 
on the social order. 


One might think that these two positions 
are not mutually exclusive but we believe they 
are. We believe it is impossible to make non- 
Christians behave like Christians. We believe 
it is impossible to make pronouncements on 
many problems without at the same time as- 
suming ecclesiastical authority in material 
things which the Church does not possess. Not 
only so, we have seen too many statements 
made by the Federal Council for instance, in 
the name of the Church, on which men of 
equal spiritual insight and piety differ widely. 


We earnestly contend that social, racial, 
economic and moral issues must be met on the 
ground of the individual, There is no agency 
but the Church to preach the redeeming grace 
of God. We feel every effort of the Church 
should be directed towards the winning and 
nurturing of Christians—new-born individuals 
in Christ. A changed social order will come 
through such individuals and in no other way. 


Unless we nurture the tree, the fruit will 
suffer. In our judgment the trend in emphasis 
is away from the one thing which can produce 
the results we desire.” 


In the November 18th issue of the “Presbyterian 
Outlook” our dear old friend, Dr. P. Frank Price, 
presents an article entitled, “The Larger Prophetic 
Mission of the Church’; an article containing what 
we feel to be a most sane presentation of the 
mission of the Church in facing some of the social 
problems of the day. 


However, we feel that Dr. Price’s article wa 
unfair to the writer because he quoted part of ou 
editorial and then took exception to it on the basis 
of one word, “every,” in the sentence: “We f 
every effort of the Church should be directed 
towards the winning and nurturing of Christians; 
—taking this word, “every” to mean “exclusive. 


In again writing on this subject we do so in 
spirit of controversy, but hoping that through th 
process of open discussion we all may be led to! 
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dearer conception of our duty, as individual Chris- 
tins, and as a Church. 


Of course the Church has a social obligation. Of 
curse it is the duty of the Church to denounce 
gcial and moral sins and to point the way of 
righteousness. 


However, it remains our strong conviction that 
our great weakness today is not in not recognizing 
these social and moral issues. It lies rather in our 
failure to preach that these issues all stem from 
sin in the human heart and that all men outside of 
Christ are lost for all eternity. 


Repentance for socia] and moral unrighteousness! 
Of course. But a repentance directed towards God; 
a confession of sin; an accepting of the atoning 
work of Christ for our sins; and then a turning 
away from these sins. 


When David committed his grievous sin against 
Bathsheba and Uriah and was brought face to face 
with this sin, in an agony of heart he cried out to 
God; “Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and 
done this evil in thy sight.” 


Is is not true that much of our thinking today is 
directed towards human relationships without 
recognizing that before we can have right relation- 
ship with our fellowmen we must first come into a 
right relationship with God through His Son? 


For this reason, agreeing with Dr. Price’s article 
almost in its entirity as we do, we must take ex- 
ception to this sentence in it; “The point of least 
resistance is to confine ourselves to the winning 
and nurture of Christians.” 


In our judgement this is not the “point of least 
resistance’ but the most important, most difficult 
and most neglected work of the Church. Any 
minister knows that his Church has in it many who 
are spiritually illiterate. Men and women whose 
knowledge of the Scriptures is so limited as to be 
both pathetic and tragic. Many who, if asked, would 
find it impossible to explain even in the simplest 
terms the plan of salvation. 


Despite this situation in the Church, we see the 
Wednesday night prayermeeting, the Sunday 
evening service and expository preaching and Bible 
teaching disappearing, and an ever increasing em- 
= placed on the social obligations of the 

urch, 


We most earnestly submit that until this situation 
within the Church is remedied the Church will never 
meet its social obligations aright. When we say that 
“every effort of the Church should be directed 
towards the winning and nurturing of Christians” 
we are simply stating that at the present time this 
snot being done. 


One reason for our alarm about this trend in our 
own Church is the apparent failure of our liberals 
'o recognize that there is danger in such an em- 
Phasis, On the other hand, Dr. Emil Brunner, who 
would: almost certainly wish to be classed as a 
liberal, on. the occasion of his recent return to 

itzerland warned: “Americans developed the 
social side of Christianity much further than has 
the European Church; but in the process you have 

‘losing, to a high degree, substantial preaching. 
It would be the end if this went on:” 


The Churches task is one of redemption and re- 
form, and the programme will follow that order or 
it will never become a reality. An individual may 
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set his affections on the things of this world. He 
may lay up treasures on earth. It is possible for 
the Church to make the same fatal mistake. 


_ We do not believe the Church has the influence 
in America today which it had twenty years ago. 
Is it not significant that during this same period 
many in the Church have changed the emphasis. of 
their message, stressing social, economic and racial 
problems, too often at the expense of preaching 
the gospel of redemption! 


It is because we see the appaling sin of our nation 
in these days that we long for a renewed emphasis 
on a preaching of those essential Christian doctrines 
which make Christians. 


The correct approach to every social problem is 
predicated on the individual’s right relationship with 
God, Here lies the Church’s greatest task,—to 
make Christians, not to try to make an unbelieving 
world act like Christians. : 


A Spirit-filled, Bible-instructed Christian will face 
the problems of our day aright. No one a = 


God’s Ever-Present 


Witness 


The Bible states flatly, “The fool hath said’in 
his heart, There is no God.” Recently an atheist in 
San Francisco purchased time on the radio to preach 
his doctrine of unbelief. 


Strange to say, the reports of this address all 
gave as his chief argument a statement that God 
has never revealed Himself to all men of any one 
generation; therefore there is no God. 


God has done just this, to all men in every 
generation. In the works of creation we have proof 
which any man can see and believe; proof not only 
of the existence and power of Almighty God but 
also of His continuing control of the universe. 


David, in the beautiful 19th Psalm says: “The 
heavens declare the glory of God; and the firma- 
ment sheweth his handiwork. Day unto day uttereth 
speech, and night unto night showeth knowledge. 
There is no speech nor language, where their voice 
is not heard.” 


The mountains and valleys, the trees and flowers, 
the stars, the storm; these and all creation tell to 
man that God is. Who but God could create the 
wonders of the dawn, the glories of, a sunset? 


On a recent vacation we flew from Havana to 
Miami late in the afternoon. Over the ocean we 
flew over clouds and then through them as the sun 
was setting in the West. It has been our privilege 
to see some of the most beautiful spots in the world 
but never have we seen such an awe-inspiring sight 
as when we flew in and through clouds decked in 
every color of the rainbow. At one time it seemed 
as tho we were flying through a cave miles in depth, 
the illusion being of something altogether of an- 
other world. We could but think of the day when 
there will be a new heaven and-a new earth. 


Certainly in the beauties and_ wonders of : this 
universe we have a-smal] foretaste of the glories we 
shall see with Him some day. 


In creation He has not left himself without a 
witness. —L.N.B... 
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“Ts Not This Why?” 


“Ts not this why you are wrong, that you know 
neither the Scriptures nor the power of God?” 
(S.R.V.) Mark 12:24. 


We can easily see that much is wrong: wrong 
acting: wrong feelings: wrong thinking: and the 
worst of these is wrong thinking, for as a man 
thinketh in his heart, so is he. These crooked and 
evil ideas lie at the basis of all our evils in the 
world, the church, the home, the hearts and lives 
of men. The leaven of the Sadducees—unbelief, 
skepticism—has worked until it has about leavened 
the whole lump. The Master Teacher told the 
Sadducees of His time, and of all time, what the 
trouble is: “You know neither the Scriptures nor 
the power of God.” 


Why was the Peace Conference in Paris such a 
tragic failure and sad disappointment? Why was 
there so much strife and bitter wrangling? If 
these men had known the Bible and the power of 
God, would there not have been a far different 
story to tell, and a much brighter ending? Seeming- 
ly neither the Bible nor God had any place in the 
thoughts of those who were trying to settle the 
affairs of the nations of the world—God’s world. 
It looked very much like the scene described in the 
first Psalm where the nations take counsel together 
against the Lord and against His Anointed. If these 
men had known the Scriptures and the power of 
God, most of the time spent in bitter argument and 
controversy would have been spent in prayer and a 
determination to find and follow the will of God 
for His world. 


Why is the Church in such a distressing con- 
dition? Is it not because we have largely de- 
parted from fundamental faith in the Word of God 
and in the Power of God? Subtle unbelief in 
these two things is acting as a weight and drag, 
holding us back from any real Revival, for there 
can be no revival until we possess a firm belief in 
both. The whole Church needs to Repent—to 
change its mind and heart and will in regard to 
God and His Book. Only an unswerving faith and 
obedience will enable us to go forth as conquerers 
instead of defeatists. We talk a lot about “getting 
together” and “union”, but a Gideon’s band of 300 
is worth more than a doubting army of 30,000. 
We rather need to purge out the old leaven of un- 
belief and wickc dness. The Lord has no regard to 
numbers: one man of faith is worth more in His 
service than a million unbelieving cowards. 
Modernism—which is just another name for Sad- 
duceeism— is the dead weight which is holding back 
the army of the Lord. Just as the Savior could 
do no mighty works in Nazareth because of their 
unbelief, so the mighty work of God is hindered 
today because of our deadening and distressing 
lack of knowledge and faith. 


Why are individual men and women making such 
shipwrecks of their lives and homes? We have 
departed from our faith in God and His Word. 
Here we have a firm foundation for both. If our 
minds were filled with the truth of God and our 
hearts transformed by His Power, then both lives 
and homes would be saved from destruction. Only 
as our hearts and homes are built upon the Word 
and Power of God can we hope to see strong 
characters able to withstand the temptations of 
life, and strong homes able to weather the storms. 
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According to our faith will it be for us. If Wwe 
will return to these fundamentals, to our faith jy 
the Scriptures and in the Power of a miracle. 
working God, we can hope for peace in the world 
and a Revival in the Church and world, Up. 
belief—unbelief, not in men, but IN GOD—is the 
tragedy of the world. When we can say like Pay] 
as he stood on a sinking ship amid a frightened 
crowd, “I believe God,” then there will come q 


bright ray of sunshine and hope for our ship- 
wrecked world. .K.P, 


A Dilemma 


We have reason to believe that our Permanent 
Committee on Co-operation and Union is facing a 
dilemma and that they are not very happy about it, 


The more plans for union are studied the more 
clear it becomes that this will not be union; it wil 
be absorption. It will not be the merging of two 
Churches; it will be a submerging of our Church 
into an organization four times as large. 


No amount of discussion; no degree of planning; 
no seeking of safeguards can alter the fact that our 
Southern Presbyterian Church would be lost ina 
larger organization. 


To those who feel that the size of an organization 
is paramount these facts are not important. Nor 
are they weighty to those who imagine this larger 
group will wield more national influence. 


_ But, many believe our Church to be more effec. 
tive in our own section of the United States than it 
could be in a larger group. They believe our Home 
and Foreign Mission programmes to be infinitely 
more useful than if submerged in those of a larger 
Church; They fear the official doctrinal] laxity of 
the North;—all of these and many other arguments 
have not yet been satisfactorily answered. In fact, 
many in our Church find it difficult to understand 
why union is being so vigorously pressed by some 
when there is so much against and so little to 
commend such a step. 


This is a dilemma al] will be wise to ponder. 
—L.N.B. 


“Whom Have 1... But Thee?” 
(Psalm 73:25) 


Two problems confronted and confused and 
troubled the psalmist: (1) The seeming prosperity 
of the wicked, (2) The plagues and chastening of 
the righteous. He solved his problems by going t 
the House of God; by drawing near to God. He 
then confesses his foolishness and ignorance and 
his entire confidence in God—the God Who is the 
strength of his heart and portion forever. 


We have these same problems today. Are We 
finding the same solution? Are we coming away 
from the House of God with the same confidence 
in Him and the same longing to possess Him above 
all other possessions? 


He is our best portion here on earth; better 
than -even the best things we have—and we do 
have lots of good things while in this world. 


We have our fathers and mothers, but He 
better than the best of parents. When our fathe 
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yd mother forsake us, then the Lord will take us 
y. A mother may forget her child, but God never 
forgets or forsakes. 


We have husband or wife, but He is better than 
wen our dearest companion. Husband or wife may 
ease to love or care; God’s love never fails. 


We have our children. They sometimes prove 
mgrateful and unresponsive. 


We have friends, and friends are invaluable. 
There is a Friend Who never deserts us—who 
ticks closer than a brother, 


We have our homes, and land, and gold, but God 
is worth more than all material possessions. 


Why is all this true? All these good things are 
but temporary possessions; God is our everlasting 
prtion. When all these things are swept away, He 
remains. These are but imperfect possessions. How- 
eer fine they may be, there is always a flaw some- 
where. God is perfect. These things belong to life; 
they help to make life enjoyable. In Him is life. 
When we possess God, when we know Him, we 
have eternal life. We might have all these things 
and never have real life. When we have God, then 
al these things will be ours also—houses and 
lands and father and mother and brethren and 
sisters and friends—for all things are ours when 
we are in God through Christ. 


Then let us “draw near to God” while we so- 
journ as pilgrims and strangers on earth. 
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God is our best portion in Heaven. There are 
many good, and great, and glorious things in Hea- 
ven. Angels by countless thousands will be there. 
Angels have a large part in ministering-to the 
saints on earth, but angels will be “at home” in 
Heaven. The “living creatures” will be there— 
whoever they are—and we will get acquainted 
with these mysterious ones. The four and twenty 
“elders” will be there to add to the mystery and 
worship and enjoyment of Heaven, The “great 
multitude” whom no man can number will be 
there, and in that multitude will not only be the 
— of the Kingdom, but our kindred and 
riends. 


But the best thing in Heaven will be God: God, 
our Father, who has pitied us and loved us and 
provided for us while we were strangers in the 
earth; God, the Son, Who redeemed us with His 
own precious blood, and has been praying for us 
as we ran the race and fought the good fight; God, 
the Holy Spirit, Who regenerates us, and has been 
our Helper, Teacher, Guide, Comforter. The cen- 
ter of Heaven is God. 


Let us not worry about the wicked, or faint 
when we are chastened. If we belong to Him, and 
He belongs to us, let us rest content, and rejoice 
in our glorious fellowship and inheritance. “It is 
good for me to draw near to God”; “God is the 
strength of my heart, and my portion for ever.” 


—J.K.P. 


The Five Books Of Moses 


, 


By Rev. Edward J. Young, Ph.D.* 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal is delighted to announce that it has made arrangements with Pro 
fessor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of Hebrew in Westminster Theological Semi- 
ury of Philadelphia, Pa., to prepare forty articles, giving an introduction to each of the books of the Old 
Testament from the conservative point of view. 

Dr. Young is the successor of the famous Hebrew scholar, Dr. Robert Dick Wilson, and is recognized as 
one of the foremost Hebraists of America. We believe that these articles will fill one of the most desperate 
needs of evangelical Christianity of our day. These articles will be of such tremendous value that we are 
urging our friends and subscribers to send in new subscriptions in order that our Southern Presbyterian 
constituency may be better informed on this transcendent subject. The first installment appears in the 
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After the resurrection our Lord spoke to His 
disciples of the things which had been written con- 
cerning Himself in “the law of Moses, and in 
the prophets, and in the Psalms.” (Luke 24:44b). 
The Law of Moses to which He made reference 
Was not some particular law which Moses had 
once enacted, but was a designation of the first 
part of the Old Testament, the first five books 
of the Bible. 


Our Lord thus understood, and the disciples 
understood, and the Jews of His day would have 
understood, that these five books were written by 

oses. Indeed, in Verse 27 of the same chapter, 
luke says: “And beginning at Moses and all the 
prophets, He expounded unto them in all the Scrip- 
tures the things concerning Himself.” No one 
would have misunderstood Luke’s designation. By 
Using merely the one word Moses, He has in mind 
the first five books of the Bible. 


That there can be no doubt of the correctness 
of this interpretation is shown by other statements 


—H.B.D. 


of Jesus Christ. Moses “wrote of me,” He declares 
in John 5:46, and goes on to say that if the Jews 
do not believe His (i.e. Moses’) writings, they can- 
not believe His (i.e. Christ’s) words. Again in 
Mark 10:3-5 the Lord very clearly speaks of Moses 
having written of a bill of divorcement. And in 
Mark 12-26 the Saviour ascribes a particular nar- 
rative to Moses, In His parable of Dives and 
Lazarus, Christ plainly spoke of Moses and the 
prophets. (References might be multiplied, and 
the interested reader may profitably consult the 
following which show the opinion both of our 
Lord and the Jews of His time: Acts 15:21; 2 Cor. 
3:15; Acts 28:23; John 8:5; Matt, 8:4; 19:7,8; 
Mark 1:44; 10:3; Luke 5:14; John 7:19; 1:17). 
It is perfectly clear that our Lord believed Moses 
to have been the author of the first five books 
of the Bible, books which are technically desig- 
nated as the Law. 


May not our Lord, however, have been mistaken? 
May he not merely have accommodated Himself 
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to the popular but “erroneous” belief of the 
times? May He not even have been in ignorance on 
this subject, as He confesses that He was con- 
cerning the time of His second coming? (Matt. 
24:36). These questions we shall answer in reverse 
order. If our Lord in His human nature had been 
in ignorance as to the authorship of the Law, He 
would not have spoken on the subject. To assume 
that He might have spoken upon a question of 
which He was ignorant is to attribute sin to Him. 
Nor is it conceivable that He who is the Truth 
would have accommodated Himself to error. And 
if we assume that on this question Christ was mis- 
taken, how do we know that He was not mistaken 
in what He said about that mighty redemption 
which He was to accomplish at Jerusalem? 


Against all such vain speculations let us look 
upon our blessed Lord as the Truth, in whom 
dwelleth all the treasures of wisdom and knowl- 
edge. And let it be clearly understood that in this 
little series of articles the word of Christ upon 
Old Testament problems is regarded as final. 
When Christ has spoken, the matter is settled. 
And Christ very clearly has placed the imprimatur 
of His approval upon the Mosaic authorship of 
the Law. 


Moses And The Law 


There was no one so fitting as Moses to have 
been the author of these books. For in all the Old 
Testament dispensation no one was as great as he. 
Moses stood in an unparalleled relation to God. 
With him God spoke plainly, face to face, and 
not in dark and enigmatic sayings, as was the 
case with God’s revelation to the prophets, After 
his death it was said, “And there arose not a 
prophet since in Israel like unto Moses whom the 
Lord knew face to face.” (Deuteronomy 34:10). 
._In the Epistle to the Hebrews Moses is honored 
by being contrasted with Christ (3:1-6). Moses, 
therefore, was the greatest of all the Old Testa- 
ment figures. In the Divine dispensation he was 
faithful as a servant and founder of the nation 
Israel as the people of God. It was to be expected, 
then, that so great a man would write those books 
which formed the foundation and basis for all of 
Israel’s subsequent belief and practice. 


For the five books of Moses do, as a matter of 
fact, form the foundation upon which the super- 
structure of Israel’s later history is built. They 
are commonly called the Pentateuch; a word which 
means “a work of five scrolls or books.” The Jews 
referred to them as the five-fifths of the Law. This 
five-fold division of the Law is at least as old as 
the second century B.C., and quite probably, since 
it is a natural division determined by the plan of 
the work, as old as the Law itself. 


The Pentateuch has one grand theme, the estab- 
lishment of the nation Israel to be the people of 
God, i.e., the theocracy. It falls into two principal 
divisions: (1.) Genesis 1—Exodus 19—which is 
largely historical and preparatory for the second 
section. It deals with the various stages by which 
the people of Israel were brought into existence as 
God’s peculiar nation. (2) Exodus 20—Deuteronomy 
34.—The legal section, which treats of the Divine 
legislation by which God’s people were formally 
organized and established as Israel, the nation of 
God. This nation was to be separated from the re- 
mainder of mankind, not merely in a formal sense, 
but. asa holy people, which was to be a nation of 
kings and priests to God, and with a heavenly 
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destiny. Israe] was to be a light unto the world 4 P he 
nation from which would arise the great Proph ¥ 
and Priest and King. | iz 
A con 
The importance of the Pentateuch for a progam appe#! 
understanding of the development of the kingdogam larize¢ 
of God can readily be seen. And the human auth came. 
of this work was the great founder of the them the fi 
cracy, even Moses himself. - 
ot Dé 
Denials Of Mosaic Authorship Script 
At the time of our Lord, as far as is know ne 
no one doubted that Moses was the author of + 
Pentateuch. Nevertheless, denials soon began Th 
appear. They did not come from within the orth 
dox church itself, but from certain groups on t p= 
fringe of the church which were more or | 
under the influence of Greek philosophy. Thus, fg =— 
example, there is extant a letter from a certaj 
Ptolemy, a Gnostic, to Flora, a Christian lady, 
which Ptolemy asserts that not all the laws in ¢ 
Pentateuch are from Moses. Likewise, the Nz 
rites, a Jewish Christian group refused to belie 
that Moses wrote the Pentateuch. 
Such, however, were exceptions. Even the pag 
philosopher, Celsus, in all his vile attack upon th 
Bible, did not deny the Mosaic authorship of th So! 
Pentateuch. From time to time a doubter wougm eat 
appear here and there and question certain staigm [1 i 
ments in the Law. Thus, for example, a Jewigm Post 
scholar, Abraham Ibu Ezra (12th cent.) suggeqm 22d 
in veiled language that certain passages of tig 1™ 
Pentateuch were written after Moses. Gate 
The first severe attack was launched by posit 
Jewish philosopher Spinoza (1670) who thougim be e 
that Ezra had compiled ‘the Pentateuch out @™ lain 
various sources but had not troubled to removg™ org 
all difficulties. In 1753 Jean Astruc, who was agg Were 
parently a nominal Roman Catholic and evidentigg of « 
a man of profligate life, sought to defend tg seco 
Mosaic authorship of Genesis by declaring thm Thei 
Moses pieced together different documents. 0g cont 
these Astruc thought he found at least twelve, gg mor 
two principal ones being characterized by their a mig! 
ployment respectively of the names Elohim (Goi are 
and Jehovah. Astruc called these two documengg thei 
A and B. judg 
by 
The Growth Of Modern cere 
Negative Criticism thin 
The ball had begun to roll, and it rolled fast T 
and faster. The eighteenth century was the age @j on | 
rationalism and provided a very congenial atmog his 
phere for attacks upon the Bible. The process @™j mai 
analysis into documents was soon carried over to‘ 
the other books of the Pentateuch. It seem] mal 
generally to be assumed that there were two pum his 
cipal documents: (1) E, because it used the Divi per 
name Elohim or God, (2) J because it employq ma 





the Divine name Jehovah. Which of the two ¥ 
earliest, however, or which was longest, or whi 
was the basic narrative, were questions upon Wilt 
there was widespread disagreement. In additi 
to the so-called E and J documents, nega 
critics recognized D for Deuteronomy. Thus, 
had E, J and D. It must not be thought that 
accepted merely these three. Some scholars fo 
so many documents that they became known 
advocates of a “Fragmentary Hypothesis.” 















In 1853, just one hundred years after A® 
wrote, Hermann Hupfeld discovered that E 7 
consisted of two documents: E-1 (which was ¢ 
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pie. priestly), E-2, as well as J and D. Thus, 
the more or less standard order was P E J D or 
pJ E D, with P the earliest and D the latest. 
A complete evolution occurred however, with the 
appearance of the Development Hypothesis, popu- 
rized by Julius Wellhausen. The order now be- 
ame J E D P. This order has more or less held 
the field until the present day, and it is probably 
safe to say that most scholars of today, who do 
not believe in the plenary inspiration of the Holy 
Seriptures accept this order, although differing con- 
siderably as to the date of the documents. 


The Choice Which Confronts Us 


The above survey is of course nothing more than 
amere sketch. Nevertheless, meagre as it is, it does 








confront us with a choice. Are we of today to 
accept that view of the Pentateuch which regards 
it as a compilation of diverse documents, coming 
from different authors who lived at widely separat- 
ed intervals, and finally pieced together under the 
editorship of various editors and sedactors? Or, 
are we to place upon it the estimate which Christ 
placed upon it? Are we to regard it as the work 
of Moses, the great founder of the theocracy? 
That is the choice which confronts us. God grant 
that in this, as in every other choice, we may be 
found following in the footsteps of Him whose 


word cannot be broken. 


*Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 


Again --- “Honesty”!! 


By Tom Glasgow* 


Some five years back I released a pamphlet, 
bearing the title: “A Plea For Common Honesty.” 
In it I assayed to set forth the admitted “historic 
position” of the “Southern Presbyterian Church” 
and also, in detail, accurate quotations taken 
from the written statements of a leading professor 
in a leading Seminary of our Church, which 
statements and their divergence from that historic 
position were never seriously challenged. As was to 
be expected, the author and some of his friends 
caimed “statements taken out of context.” The 
original publications from which the statements 
were taken were forwarded to the past president 
of one of our seminaries and to the head of a 
second and highly respected educational institution. 
Their judgment was “‘statements NOT taken out of 
context,” one of them commenting that other and 
more serious quotations were found therein which 
might have been quoted. Both of these gentlemen 
are highly regarded in the Church, not only for 
their accredited erudition but also as men of 
judgment and capacity, having often been honored 
by our highest Church courts. Personally, I sin- 
cerely tried not to quote out of context—1 do not 
think that I did. 


The professor’s Presbytery refused to take issue 
on the essence of the charges made and exonerated 
his position. Before its report was made, the Chair- 
man of the committee of the Presbytery instructed 
to “investigate and report,’’ was advised that those 
making the charges would willingly appear before 
his committee to substantiate these charges in 
person if requested to do so. No such request was 
made. As far as I know, no adverse witness was 
called or heard by the examining committee. The 
report of the committee seemed to be more of a 
concurrence and defense of the charges complained 


of than an evaluation of the TRUTH of those 
charges, 


This writer was—without his request—advised 
of the date which the Trustees of the Seminary 
Met in special session to consider these charges. 
he Seminary was likewise advised that if it was 
desired or requested that the writer be present in 
Person to sustain the charges made, that this re- 
quest would be complied with in person. But, 


again, no request or expression of desire that the 
charges be personally presented to its governing 
Board was forth-coming or made. The Trustees 
(who had elected and sponsored the professor in 
question) also exonerated him with a mild resolu- 
tion of implied censure. (One of the Trustees did 
resign in protest to this lack of concern and action 
by the governing Board.) 


Some five Presbyteries requested the 1941 As- 
sembly to investigate the said charges against this 
professor (Knoxville, Roanoke, Harmony, Mecklen- 
burg and Central Mississippi). The Assembly’s 
“Standing Committee,” to which these overtures 
were referred,—Chairmaned by a former member 
of that Seminary’s Trustees—rendered a report 
which in itself was remarkable!! (We invite the 
interested reader’s attention thereto—Assembly 
Minutes 1941, Pages 47 to 49.) This report, after 
equally remarkable debate, was adopted as the 
voice of that Assembly. This action, however, in no 
way approved of the views complained of in the 
original pamphlet of protest, nor denied the charge 
that such views transgressed the offcial and his- 
toric position of the Church, as held and declared 


since its origin. 


That Assembly, by its official action (mirabile 
dictu!!) declared itself to be wholly without juris- 
diction to pass on or even consider the issue pre- 
sented—that the Presbytery was the Court and 
only Court of original jurisdiction, (No question 
had ever existed in any informed mind but that the 
Presbytery was the sole Court of Original jurisdic- 
tion in the hearing of personal charges. That fact 
had been set forth in the original pamphlet and the 
fact declared that the charges made were against 
the minister in question as a PROFESSOR— in his 
official position as A PROFESSOR and NOT 
against him personally as a private minister. Surely, 
the distinction here made needs no amplification!!!) 


It will be further noted that the Presbytery had 
and has no control whatever over the Seminary 
professors—its Trustees being nominated by the 
supporting Synods. Nor had the Synods control 
beyond the nomination of representatives from 
which the remaining Trustees would fill vacancies 





Page 8 





in its official Board. At that time an article ap- 
peared in The Journal over the signature of Dr. 
D. S. Gage of Fulton, Mo., clearly distinguishing 
between the person of a private minister, against 
whom criticisms must be filed with his Presbytery, 
and the status of a professor, in his official position 
as a professor, and in an institution serving the 
whole Church. Few seemed to realize the far reach- 
ing effect of this declaration of the Assembly 
which, in effect, declares that the Church and 
Its Highest Courts are completely helpless and 
without means to protest the teaching in Its 
Church-Wide-Serving Seminaries unless the Presby- 
tery sees fit to take action in such matters. 


We cite the above, as perhaps the “starting 
incident,” publicly recognizing and exposing the 
present schism which rends our Church. The 
issue then—and the issue now—is “A Plea for 
Common Honesty”!!! Teachers (and, thank God, 
by no means all!) in our Seminaries and Schools 
hold and, we are told, declare positions on the 
“inspiration of Scriptures” wholly at varience— 
not only with the historic position of our Church, 
but at obvious variance with any REASONABLE 
INTERPRETATION of the language used in the 
First Chapter of our Confession of Faith. Preachers 
(and again, thank God, by no means all) proclaim 
and support these deviating positions. I am asked 
what is meant by “Historic Position’? (When 
asked, it is difficult to believe that the question 
is sincere!!). We give the obvious reply that our 
“Historic Position” is the publicly declared position 
set forth in our Confession of Faith and publicly 
sponsored by the Theological Leaders of our Church 
during the first three quarters of a Century of 
the life of that Church! This “Historic Position” 
was not “hid under a bushel’!!! It was and is 
common knowledge among honest and informed 
Churchmen. We challenge any sincere person to 
deny that a complete Bible, wholly believed to be 
the personally inspired Word of God (not just 
“containing” the word God’) was the accepted 
standard of our Church when founded and the 
position of its outstanding and admitted theological 
leaders when expounding said Standards. 


Our controversies and divisions on Church Union; 
on conflicts between the Bible teaching in our 
Church schools and colleges; on down to the nature 
of our Young People’s Conference programs and 
Sunday School literature, all, in their essence, 
stem back to the one basic issue—‘What do we 
mean by the term ‘Inspiration’’’? The basic issue 
with the Professor above referred to was—‘‘What 
do we mean by the term ‘Inspiration’”? This 
issue takes many phases, but finally and ultimately 
stems from this one basic and all-important ques- 
tion—‘“Inspiration” and the “Unchallenged Authori- 
ty of The Scriptures.” 


We contended—and we contend!—this is in no 
way a PERSONAL issue—in any case where it 
arises—but a generic issue of Basic Philosophy, 
wholly impersonal but also wholly vital!! We claim 
for every man—minister or layman—the right and 
obligation to sincerely search and, as best he can, 
arrive at honest and sincere conclusions. This 
however is “poles apart’ from saying that, when 
the conclusions reached are at variance with the 
solemn and publicly subscribed vows and Confes- 
sion which we—as a Church and as individuals— 
plainly and clearly say that we believe, that it is 
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either the individuals privilege or right to teach o 
preach these views (differing from that Confes. 
sion or those vows) without protest being of. 
ficially made by the Church! We submit that ther 
is no honorable procedure for the Church but to 
officially protest or proceed to amend our (Cop. 


fession and vows to conform to this new interpre. 
tation! 


My personal life is lived in the very common. 
place world of “business.” I find that successfy| 
men and firms with whom I deal, are men and 
firms of good character and straightforward deg). 
ings. I declare, and submit as the experience of 
other business men who read this article, that any 
fiim which publicly declares its position and then 
knowingly countenances or permits its officials and 
representatives to continually act and declare 
basically different policy—that firm is promptly 
rated and recognized as a firm unworthy of con. 
sideration as a fair, straightforward or worthy 
competitor among honorable business men. Surely 
the Christian Church should not countenance 4 
standard of intellectual dishonesty which has long 
since been repudiated by honorable business men! 


Brethren, if we approve “liberal” teaching and 
preaching of a newly defined “Inspiration,” we 
have fuil right to do so if we so elect! However, 
in the sacred name of Common Honesty, let us 
amend our Confession, broaden its language, and 
water-down its position—if we so _ elect!!—hut 
let us do so by the proper and adequately provided 
process of Constitutional Amendment. “Fifth 
Column Infiltration, through class room or pulpit, 
until our ecclesiastical structure has been under. 


mined from within, is neither “cricket” nor Chris 
tian! 


As a Church, we may have out-grown the simple 
and old fashioned idea of “inspiration.” I don't 
know—lIl don’t believe we have, but possibly such 
may be the case. This is a matter to be decided 
by our Church Courts—not by individual professor 
or individual preachers! Clear up this definition— 
“What do we mean by ‘Inspiration’ ’’—and ou 
bickering will largely cease. Let those who cannot 
accept The Court’s decision, be silent or withdraw 
to more compatible surroundings—and that should 
apply to “Liberals” and “Conservatives” alike! 
Tne Church Itself, can or should officially deter- 
mine what its Confession is or should be. At present 
and until amended it is the Westminster Confes 
sion of Faith, the Larger and Shorter Catechisms 
and the reasonable and historic meaning of the 
language therein used! The plan here made i 
neither “involved” or “complicated.” It is simply 
that we teach and preach the basic philosophy 
which we declare we profess and which we publicly 
and officially declare we believe—or—that We 
conform our Confession to what we approve that 
we teach and preach. Let the theologians debate— 
with Equals in our Church Courts—Not with 
students or congregations, uninformed in theological 
matters! Having debated, openly and frankly, and 
with equais in our Church Courts, let us “amend” 
or “abide by” as the vote of these Courts may de 
clare. nat is not “complicated’”—it is not evel 
‘“protound”—but it is, I feel, as simple and AS 


VITAL as COMMON HONESTY!! 


*Elder in the Myers Park Presbyterian Chureh, 
Charlotte, N. C. 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


“Interracial Brotherhood 
Movement” 


IS IT SCRIPTURAL? 
By W. A. Plecker, M.D.* 


Three times in the early history of the human 
fmily man sinned universally. Three times sin 
alled forth the wrath of God. 


1, Adam sinned, and was driven from Eden, Gen. 
324: “So he drove out the man; and he placed 
at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubim, and 
, flaming sword which turned every way, to keep 
the way of the tree of life.” 


9, The sons of God took them wives of the 
jaughters of men, Gen. 6:2. “And God looked up- 
om the earth and behold, it was corrupt; for all 
flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth.” v 12. 
Then came the flood. 


3. “And the whole earth was of one language, 
ad of one speech.” Gen. 11:1: “And they said, 
Go to, let us build us a city, and a tower, whose 
top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a 
nme lest we be scattered abroad upon the face 
of the whole earth. And the Lord came down to 
we the city and the tower, which the children of 
men builded.” v 4-5. “And the Lord said, Go to, 
let us go down, and there confound their language, 
that they may not understand one another’s speech.” 
v6-7. Then came the third great stroke of God’s 
wath upon pride filled man. “So the Lord 
sattered them abroad from thence upon the face 
of all the earth.” v 8. 


Ham had earlier made sport of his father Noah 
whom he found naked under the influence of wine. 
He told his brothers Shem and Japheth, who in 
a loyalty “covered the nakedness of their 
ather.”” 


“And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew 
what his younger son had done unto him.” v 24. 


Noah in righteous indignation, knowing the lower 
moral and, probably, mental character of Ham, 
either with divine approval, or of his own intuition, 
slid: “Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants 
shall he be unto his brethren.” v 25. 


Noah then blessed his two loyal sons, and with 
tach blessing repeated the curse poured forth 
upon Ham in the name of his son Canaan—‘and 
Canaan shall be his servant.” v 26-27. How truly 
has that prophesy been fulfilled during more than 
forty centuries since its utterance. 


Let us now consider further the cause and result 
of the happenings at Babel. 


Following the creation of man, male and female, 
0d commanded: “Be fruitful and multiply, and 
replenish the earth, and subdue it.” Gen. 1:28. 
his command was repeated to Noah after the 
flood Gen. 9:1 and 7. Under the leadership, 
—_— 

*From: “Brotherhood—Our Unfinished Task. A 
Service of Worship for Women’s Groups.” The 
ederal Council of Churches of Christ in America. 


probably, of Nimrod, grandson of Ham, who “began 
to be a mighty one in the earth.” Gen. 11:8, the 
people gave as their reason for building the tower, 
a be scattered upon the face of the whole 
earth. 


The attempt to avoid “replenishing the earth’ 
was as contrary to the will of God, as was Adam’s 
sin in eating the forbidden fruit or the sin of the 
antediluvian descendants of Seth, who took wives 
from the offspring of godless Cain, or other godless 
children of Adam. 


The punishment for this third universal sin of 
the human race was quicker, but just as positive, 
as the punishment for the first and second sins 
involving mankind. 


Instead of destructive punishment God inflicted 
one which would be in conformity with his will 
previously declared, and which would force man, 
willing or unwilling, to carry out his divine purpose 
that the world be peopled with man of different 
and clearly marked races, occupying lands as far 
apart as was geographically possible. 


Descendents of Japheth were directed to Europe 
and they subdivided into distinct types, the light 
haired, long-headed Nordics of Northern Europe, 
the broad-faced Alpines of Central Europe and the 
dark-haired Mediterranean type of south Europe. 


The children of Shem were likewise divided into 
types from the white Jewish to the Mongolian 
Chinese. 


When it came to the children of Ham, Noah’s 
prediction that they should be of such a marked 
and distinct type as to every where and at all times, 
set them off as a race to themselves, servants of 
their brethren, seems to have been in line with 
God’s plan and when they were headed for Africa 
they had as we may well believe, not only the 
marks of distinctive speech but of physical charac- 
teristics also. 


Science finds nowhere an explanation for the 
black skin, curly hair, flat thick features, and 
widely differing mental, and after thirty-four years 
of study of racial mixture and characteristics, as 
Virginia Registrar of Vital Statistics, I may safely 
say, of moral characteristics also. 


The only explanation is found in God’s miraculous 
change of Noah’s descendants into family language 
groups. What hindered God from giving the de- 
scendants of Ham the marked physical changes of 
color and features, with mental and moral dif- 
ference as we find them today, all in keeping with 
Noah's prophecy, or curse, as being the servant 
of all? 


The Federa] Council of Churches, and some of 
our own and other denominations are now making 
forced social fellowship rather than belief in 
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salvation through Christ, the standards of chris- 
tianity, with the intermarriage of whites and full- 
blooded Negroes legal in eighteen states and the 
District of Columbia and the intermarriage of 
whites and mixed bloods of varying degrees of ad- 
mixture legal in nineteen others. That, with closer 
socia] and physical contact is the specter looming 
up before us, together with an increasing number 
of extra-marital mixed births. 


Is any action tending to the furthering of this 
end justified in the face of God’s decisive action 
in the separation of races at Babel? 


Read the graphic account in the last chapter of 
Ezra of how Ezra forced the many Jewish men who 
had taken Canaanitish wives to separate from, and 
return them to their former homes, together with 
their children. Because of the great number of 
the guilty, and because of much rain, they begged 
that some time be given them for the great task. 


Many seem to have evaded Ezra’s demand, for 
twenty-three years after, Nehemiah faced the 
same problem, Neh. 13:23-31. He said, 1. 25—“I 
contended with them and cursed them, and smote 
certain of them, and plucked off their hair, and 
made them swear by God, saying, ye shall not 
give your daughters unto their sons, nor take their 
daughters unto your sons, or for yourselves.” That 
was far from the social or religious intercourse 
advocated so vigorously today with the black 
children of Ham living amongst us. It is unnatural. 
It means race destruction. It is contrary to the 
teaching of God’s word. The true Negro knows 
that it is not natural, he does not desire it, and is 
making no effort to bring that about. It is the 
mulattoes who make the stir for racial unity. The 
| true Negroes are much happier and better satis- 
fied in developing their own varying culture as 
they have always contentedly done. 


We should however extend them the hand of 
Christian fellowshiv and render all aid possible in 
teaching and guiding them along right lines. That 
need not involve social contact with social inter- 
marriage with the mixed breeds, as the end results. 


Even within our own race, tvpes of society and 
culture based upon heritage education, and mode 
of living, separate almost as clearly as does race 
itself. 


It should not be considered a crime or un- 
Christian when an educated and highly cultured 
person and one entirely the opposite cannot as- 
sociate together upon terms of social intimacy. 


The same is true, if they almost unconsciously 
and without studied purpose find themselves even 
in churches, separating into homogenious groups. 


In cities the place of residence is largely the 
determining factor. 


About the only text quoted for the strained 
“interracial brotherhood movement” being worked 
up with a great flare, is Acts 17:26—‘“‘And hath 
made of one blood all nations of men to dwell on 
all the face of the earth.” Note that they are to 
dwell—not dwell toSether—on all the face of the 
earth. When the latter part of the verse is read: 
“and hath determined the bounds of their habita- 
tion,” we see clearly that God’s purpose is exactly 
the opposite to close interracial contact. To prevent 
that very thing God at Babel gave them a distinct 


language, extreme physical differences, and sent 
them to the most remote part of the earth. Nog} 
certainly did not place his three sons upon 4 
plane of equality—one was emphatically in a lower 
class, and so has history shown that Ham’s descep. 
dants have been. God in the physical, and othe 
changes wrought in Ham’s descendants, shows 
plainly the correctness of Noah’s judgment. 


What has been said applies to but little ove 
half of the colored population of our country—the 
pure descendants of African stock. 


The other half—mixed breeds—shun the pure 
blood negroes, and are interested only in securing 
classification as a part of the white race. Their 
thought of “fellowship” places that one idea upper- 
most from first to last. 


Find any, if you can, of the near-whites who are 
interested in “Christian-fellowship” and that alone. 
Their first and only thought is crossing the social 
line. The discussion of that subject from its many 
angles, and final result, will require the writing of 
a volume. 


Why should our church be led by the Federal 
Council of Churches to strive for close social con- 
tact and intimacy, directly contrary to the will of 
God as pointed out above? “Interracial Brother. 
hood” will not correct the overwhelming error of 
our forefathers in admitting to our shore black 
men assigned by God to Africa as the “bounds of 
their habitation.” 


*Richmond, Va. 
Sevehty-Third Annual Volume 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES 
By Wilbur M. Smith 
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A Commentary On The International 
Bible Lessons For Christian Teaching 
Uniform Series 1947— Cycle 1945-50 


This well-known and time-honored volume 
has been continuously published for seventy- 
three years. The 1947 edition offers such an 
abundance of teaching material so definitely 
applied to everyday life, so illustrated by 
stories, comments and quotations, that any 
teacher of any age group can find here an 
excellent general background for the study 
and presentation of the lesson. The fifty-two 
lessons for the year are treated with scholar- 
ly Scriptural interpretation; numerous pic- 
tures, full-page reproductions in color, ma- 
terial for the Junior Department, etc., com- 
bine to make a treatise covering the need of 
every Sunday School worker, teacher and 
pupil. Price $2.00. 
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Comments Upon The Proposed Plan Of Re-Union 
Between The Presbyterian Church In The 
United States Of America And The 
Presbyterian Church In 
The United States 


By Randolph B. Lee’ 


(This article has been published in three installments. This is the last installment. H.B.D.) 


Church Property 


Since this Plan of Re-Union has been under dis- 
wssion we have heard repeatedly the statement, 
that if the re-union is put into effect and if any 
particular Church refuses to come into the united 
Church; that such Church will lose all of its prop- 
erty, church building, manse, etc. Unless the Plan 
of Re-Union is radically changed this is undoubt- 
edly true. Major W. Calvin Wells, of Jackson, Miss., 
in his very able “Analysis And Comments On The 
Proposed Plan Of Reunion” has this to say on this 
point: 


Churches, a majority of whose members do not 
wish to enter the union but which Church consti- 
tuted a minority of our entire Church, with no pro- 
tection provided in the proposed -Plan of Union, 
would be stripped of every dollar of*their prop- 
erty.” 


However I will enlarge on the above’ $ nt 
by saying this. Whether a particular Church votes 
to go into the union or not, if union is carried, that 
Church will lose all of its property. Under this 
plan all property becomes vested in-the Church at 
large. Not as in the Southern Church, where each 
individual congregation owns outright its Church 
Building, Manse, ete. r . 


For proof of the above statement let us look at 
Chapter 30, Par. 11, of the New Plan. 


_ “A particular Church shall not sell or mortgage 
its property in any amount without the written 
permission of the Presbytery, transmitted through 
the Session of the particular Church.” 


_The above can mean but one thing. All of the 
rights to control its property, heretofore vested in 
each individual Church, will be wiped out if this 
Plan of Re-Union is adopted. 


Authority 


One thing seems to be very clear about this 
entire plan. Everything works towards the central- 
vation of authority in the higher courts of the 
Church. We have seen where a Church Session 
could be set aside by Presbytery, not for any speci- 
fied offence, but, “when in the judgement of the 

esbytery a Church Session is either unable or 
= to manage the affairs of their Church 
Wisely,” 


Now we have a provision where the General As- 
sembly may reach down into any Presbytery and 
direct it to ordain a man sent in by the Assembly. 
Let’s look at the exact words of the Section. 


Chapter 23, Par. 1 (b): “The General Assembly 
may, of their own knowledge, send missions to any 
part to plant churches, or to supply vacancies; and 
for this purpose, may direct any Presbytery to or- 
dain Evangelists, or Ministers, without relation to 
particular Churches; provided always that such 
missions be made with the consent of the parties 
appointed; and that the judicatory sending them, 
make the necessary provision for their support and 
reward in the performance of this service.” 


This is a very dangerous section. What power 
will the Presbytery have with which to maintain 
purity of doctrine within its bounds, if a General 
Assembly controlled, as the U.S.A. General As- 
sembly is controlled today, and as the United 
Churches’ General Assembly will surely be con-- 
trolled, by the signers of the “Infamous Auburn 
Affirmation,” and others who think as they do; can 
direct them to ordain any Minister chosen by them 
to preach within the bounds of the Presbytery. 


General Council 


This General Council is a new idea as far as the 
Southern Presbyterian Church is concerned, and is 
one about which I am frankly very doubtful. To 
judge by the description of its duties in the Form 
of Government, it will be a small General As- 
sembly..Bhe..membership of this Council is to be 
composed of the following: The Moderator of the 
General Assembly, the retiring Moderator, the 
Stated Clerk, one representative from each of the 
Executive Boards of the Church and eighteen mem- 
bers at large to be elected by the General Assembly 
in such manner as it may determine from the six 
geogranhical areas into which the entire Church is 
to be divided. This set-up is so arranged, geograph- 
ically, as to insure a two to one, or larger majority 
to the portion of the country now served by the 
U.S.A. Church. 


Without knowing how such a body will function, 
as time alone can tell that, I am inclined to fear 
this innovation as a means of placing too much 
power in the Church in the hands of too few peo- 
ple. Just a few centuries ago, our forefathers, at 
the cost of blood and suffering, won their way out 
from the tyranny of the Roman Hierarchy, and es- 
tablished the Reformed Church. Have we, their 
sons, so far departed from the principles they 
fought for; as to tamely place our necks under a 
similar yoke today? 


Amendments 


This portion of the Rules is vastly important, 
and should, to wise men, constitute a huge danger 
or warning sign. For no matter what fair promises 
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are made to us to bring us into this Union, we 
must face this stark fact, all or any of these things 
can be changed by amendments. After we have 
voted our Church out of existence and ourselves 
into an ecclesiastical bondage, our entire weight 
will not be sufficient to prevent the Modernistic 
Leaders of the Northern Church from making any 
changes they wish, in the Form of Government, the 
Confession of Faith or the Catechisms. 


Here are just a few of the warning signs that I 
would like to call to your attention. 


Chapter 32, Par. 2 (1): “Amendments to the 
Confession of Faith and Larger and Shorter Cate- 
chisms can be made if approved by two-thirds of 
all the Presbyteries.”? Thus changes could be made 
in spite of the section of the country now served 
by the Presbyterian Church (U. S.) 


Watch this. Par. 2 (3): “Nothing in this Chapter 
shall be construed so as to affect the right of two- 
thirds of the Presbyteries to propose amendments 
or alterations of the Confession of Faith and the 
Larger and Shorter Catechisms, or the General As- 
sembly to agree and enact the same.” 


Chapter 32, Par. 3: Amendments to the Book of 
Church Order require the approval of only 
a majority of the Presbyteries. 


Chapter 32, Par. 4: Changes in the Rules for 
Amending require the approval of two-thirds of 
the Presbyteries. 


Any member of the Southern Church; who makes 
a careful study of this Proposed Plan of Union, 
and who at the same time keeps in mind a clear 
picture of what the Northern Church is today, can 
not fail to realize that the New Church to be 
formed by this Re-Union, will be unrecognizable as 
a Presbyterian Church such as we have known. 


Having carefully read this so-called Plan of Re- 
Union; all commenting papers which have appeared 
in our Southern Church Papers in recent years, and 
the Auburn Affirmations which were signed by 
1,293 Ministers of the Northern Presbyterian 
Church; I would most earnestly urge all the officers 
of our Southern Presbyterian Church to thoroughly 
familiarize themselves with this most important 
question at once. 


If the officers of our Church will do this, I am 
absolutely confident that the proponents of this 
base betrayal of our Southern Presbyterian Church 
will have no chance to perfect their plans, either 
now, or at any time in the future. 


In conclusion I would like to make the follow- 
ing statements: 


1. This is not a Plan of Re-Union, for the word 
reunion presupposes the joining together of two 
like bodies. And the Northern Presbyterian Church 
of today has retained only one thing which it in- 
herited from the Great Founders of that Church, 
and that is the word “Presbyterian.” And in the 
words of a distinguished recent Moderator of that 
Church, Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin, of New York, 
N. Y.: “I am a Presbyterian only temporarily. The 
mame carries many hallowed memories and asso- 
ciations, but it seems to me to belong to the past 
rather than to the present.” Therefore in all prob- 
ability, that one vestige of the Faith that was once 
theirs, will soon pass away and be discarded also. 


——— 
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2. I firmly believe that the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States, has been divinely appointed 
by God, to keep alight and burning brightly, the 
light of Faith in this Nation of ours. 


3. If you are a Bible-believing Christian, and if 
your Church is a Bible-believing Church, you can- 
not join and you can have no part in this so-called 
Re-United Church. 


I would like to close this discussion of the Plan 
of Re-Union by quoting from an overture adopted 
by one of our great Southern Presbyteries fifty 
nine years ago: 


“We believe that organic Union means the ab- 
sorption of the Southern Church and will per 
petuate alienation and strife. We are wide apart 
on some questions of vital interest, and therefore 
the peace, purity and prosperity of our beloved 
Church imperatively demands the perpetuation of 
our independent existence.” 


*Patrick, S. C. 
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What Do Presbyterians 
Believe? 


By Mrs. John S. Nisbet* 


(This article has been published in three installments. This is the last installment. H.B.D.) 


Salvation by Grace 


Presbyterians have always stressed the doctrine 
of salvation by grace. 


By this we mean that salvation is a gracious gift 
bestowed upon us by God. 


In His word God says: “By grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the 
gift of God; not of works, lest any man should 
hoast.” Eph. 2:8-9. 


One day in Korea many years ago, a plain 
country farmer came before a committee to be 
examined for the eldership. He was not a man of 
my theological training at all, but had attended 
sme of the Mission Bible Classes. The missionary 
presiding over the examination did not really 
expect an answer to the following question, but 
asked it that he might make some explanation of 
doctrine to the prospective elder. 


Said the missionary: “What is the real ground 
of your salvation?” Are you saved because you 
decided to believe, or are you saved because God 
those you to salvation?” 


Without much hestitation the Korean replied: 
‘lam saved because God chose me to salvation, 
aI would have something of which I could boast.” 


The Shorter Catechism (Question 31) states the 
doctrine thus: 


“Effectual calling (which is salvation by grace) 
is the work of God’s Spirit, whereby convincing us 
of our sin and misery, enlightening our minds, in 
the knowledge of Christ, and renewing our wills, 
He doth persuade and enable us to embrace Jesus 
Christ freely offered to us in the gospel.” 


Dr. Smith gives this matchless description of this 
doctrine ; 


“In the proportion as God is great and glorious, 
Calvinism recognizes the sin of man to be heinous 
and fatal. Its enormity and ill-desert are beyond 
man’s calculation and conception. 


lt is rebellion against the rightful authority of 
the Greatest and Best of Beings. 


It is self-separation and estrangement from the 
Souree of Truth and Life. 


Impenitent man is guilty, lost, ‘dead in trespasses 
and sins,’ 


He is face to face with the awful fact, that ‘the 
wages of sin is death.’ 


Left to himself his condition is one of hopeless 
‘ondemnation and misery. 


_Thus Calvinism drags down all pride and carnal 
“curity and prostrates man at the foot of the 
T0ss, @ suppliant for mercy. 


In answer to his suppliant cry, the Cross reveals 
a salvation which is all of grace, the free gift of 
God’s love and mercy in Christ. 


In Christ’s hands are all] its blessings placed and 
from those pierced hands are all received. 


From first to last, salvation is ‘of the Lord,’ of 
Whom and through Whom, and to Whom are all 
things, that His may be the glory evermore. 


No inch of ground is left for human boasting. 
The sinner does not save himself. 


It is God that saves him with a salvation free, 
present, complete and everlasting. 


Free—“The gift of God is eternal life.” Rom. 
6:23b. 


Present—“‘He that believeth on Me hath ever- 
lasting life.” Jno. 6:47. 


Complete—“Ye are complete in Him.” Col. 2:10. 


Everlasting—“I give unto them eternal life, and 
they shall never perish.” Jno. 10:28. 


* God embraces the sinner in the arms of unchang- 
ing love. 


He secures him by the bonds of an everlasting 
covenant. 


He gives him an inalienable place in the family 
of God. 


He sets before him an unclouded prospect of 
final victory and eternal joy. 


He guarantees that all things shall work to- 
gether for His good. 


He shows him his name in the Book of Life and 
reveals to him that he was chosen in Christ before 
the foundation of the world, that he should be 
holy and without blame before Him in love. 


Upon the penitent sinner’s mind there breaks 
the amazing truth that before creation’s dawn, 
before the morning stars sang together or ever 
the sons of God shouted for joy—way back ‘in 
the beginning,’ God had a thought of him and that 
thought was love. 


Before God found a place for the universe in His 
hand, He had found a place for the sinner in His 
heart.” 


IV 
The Final Perseverance Of The Saints 


This doctrine is misnamed—it should be called 
the Final Preservation of the Saints. 


The Confession of Faith (Chapter 17, Sections 
1 and 2), says concerning his doctrine: 
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“They whom God hath accepted in His Beloved, 
effectually called and sanctified by His Spirit, can 
neither totally nor finally fall away from the state 
of grace; but shall certainly persevere therein to 
the end and be eternally saved.” 


“This perseverance of the saints depends not 
upon their own free-will, but upon the immutability 
of the decree of election, flowing from the free and 
unchangeable love of God the Father; upon the 
efficacy of the merit and intercession of Jesus 
Christ, the abiding of the Spirit and of the seed of 
God within them; and the nature of the covenant 
of grace: from all which ariseth also the certainty 
and infallibility thereof.” 


Paul tells his loved Philippian Church: 


“Being confident of this very thing, that He 
which hath begun a good work in you, will perform 
it, until the day of Jesus Christ (Phil. 1:6) or as 
the margin reads, “will finish it in the day of 
Jesus Christ.” 


Jesus Himself says to us in John 10:28-29: 


“I give unto them eternal life; and they shall 
never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out 
of My hand. My Father, Which gave them Me, is 
greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them 
out of My Father’s hand.” 


This does not mean that we cannot and do not 
fall into temptation and sin, “‘Whereby we incur 
God’s displeasure and grieve His Holy Spirit’ 
(Confession of Faith, Chapter 17, Section 3) for 
we are only too conscious of the fact that we do. 


But we have His word that “if we confess our 
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
I Jno. 1:9. 


On first thought this might be considered a 
dangerous doctrine. If the Christian knows that 
nothing can separate him “from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord’ (Rom. 8:39b) 
might he not feel free to do with his life as he 
pleases—even indulge it in sin if he so desire? 


Is that the way love works? 


Even in our poor finite minds, if we have come 
to a realization of the fact that God so loved us 
that He gave His only begotten Son for us and 
that our lives are “hid with Christ in God’ (Col. 
3:3b) would we want to do violence to a love like 
His—a “love that passeth knowledge”’—‘“an ever- 
lasting love?” 


The Apostle says: “The love of Christ con- 
straineth us.” 2 Cor. 5:14. 


It is this love of His that holds us back from a 
life of sin and inspires us to a life of holiness and 
begets in our hearts a love for Him that expresses 
itself in service in His name. 


A well-known college president tells this incident 
out of his own experience: 


When the time came for him to go away to 
college, it was decided to send him to a college of 
his own denomination which was across several 
states from his home. 


As the time drew near for him to leave home, he 
expected his father to give him a great deal of 
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advice about what and how he should do. But the 
days passed with no such word from his father. 


The morning came for him to go and his father 
proposed they walk the half mile to the station. He 
felt sure the time for fatherly advice had come 
but there was not a word. ’ 


As they stood in the station waiting for the 
train no advice was given. 


When the conductor called the train, his father 
took him by the hand and looking deep into his 
eyes, said: ‘Good bye, son, Remember that Mother 
and I love you.” 


After that he needed no advice. That love be 
came the constraining power in his young life, 
holding him back from evil and urging him toward 
all that was good. 


And so it is with the love of our God toward 
us—may we always remember that our Heavenly 
Father loves us. 


Dr. Webb says it is well for us “to remember 
that the doctrines of Calvinism are man-making 
doctrines. Thew have filled history with men of 
heroic mold. ‘It is enough to mention the name of 
William the Silent, Luther, Knox, Melville, Regent 
Murray, Coligny, Cromwell, Milton, Bunyan. Grapes 
do not grow on bramble bushes. Illustrious natures 
do not form themselves upon cruel and narrow 
theories. The practical effect of a belief is the 
real test of its soundness. Where we find a heroic 
life appearing as the uniform fruit of a particular 
mode of opinion, it is childish to argue in the face 
of fact that the result ought to have been different.’ 
(Froude) In Revolutionary days not a Calvinist 
was a Tory. If Calvinism is on the decline, stress- 
ful times will call it back again.” 


If this last sentence be true, our times are calling. 
It is well for us to re-think today what we as 
Presbyterians believe. 


Jesus said, “Ye shall know them by their fruits.” 
Matt. 7:16. 


*Montreat, N. C. 


The Sacrificial Death Of Christ 


‘Not only is the doctrine of the sacrificial death 
of Christ embodied in Christianity as an_ essential 
element of the system, but in a very real sense It 
constitutes Christianity. It is this which differ- 
entiates Christianity from other religions. Chris- 
tianity did not come into the world to proclaim 
a new morality and, sweeping away all the super- 
natural props by which men were wont to support 
their trembling, guilt-stricken souls, to throw them 
back on their own strong right arms to conquer 
a standing before God for themselves. It came 
to proclaim the real sacrifice for sin which God 
had provided in order to supersede all the poo 
fumbling efforts which men had made and were 
making to provide a sacrifice for sin for them- 
selves; and, planting men’s feet on this, to bid 
them go forward. It was in this sign that Chris 
tianity conquered, and it is in this sign alone 
that it continues to conquer. We may think what 
we will of such a religion. What cannot be denied 
is that Christianity is such a religion.” 

—Benjamin B. Warfield. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Jan. 19: Jesus 
Interviewed By Nicodemus 


Sripture: John 3: Devotional Reading: I John 
j:l-11. 


May the Holy Spirit be our Teacher indeed as 
ye study the third chapter of John, the chapter 
tat has in it the very heart of the Gospel. In it 
ve have the deep mysteries of heaven and earth 
tended, May we listen with all our minds and 
arts as the Great Teacher from Heaven talks to 
me of the great teachers of earth. 


We would give a good deal to hear two wise men 
wk about momentous questions. Who would not 
lave listened with interest to two men like Solomon 
ud Socrates? A far greater than Solomon or 
Yerates is here as Jesus speaks with Nicodemus, 
fr “in Him are hid all the treasures of wisdom 
ad knowledge.”” And Nicodemus, as far as earthly 
achers go, was “the” teacher of Israel. We can 
yell afford to listen spell-bound to their conversa- 
tin, for these two men are discussing the deep 
things of the Spirit. Let us first look at these. 


Two Teachers 


One is Nicodemus, a ruler and teacher of the 

Jews. The Revised Version emphasizes this by 
wying, “the teacher.” Like Gamaliel, he was 
widently a wellknown and able scholar, learned 
in the law. The Jews had many of these scholarly 
nbbis. They were versed in the law, and many of 
them, seekers after the truth. Nicodemus seems 
to be one of the very best, 


The other is Jesus—‘a teacher come from God.” 
Nicodemus recognized the marvellous ability of 
Christ and accepted His credentials—‘“‘no man can 
do these miracles that thou doest, except God be 
with him.”” Why were the other rulers and teachers 
of the Jews so blind that they could not see what 
Nieodemus saw? Nicodemus had not yet come into 
the full light, for this is not merely “a teacher come 
from God,” but God incarnate. But he was seeking 
the light and not turning from it, as most of the 


purinoes did, and became “blind leaders of the 
ind.” 


What a meeting this was! We can imagine the 
wene, as in the gathering darkness these two 
achers, one a great earthly,teacher, and the other 
the Great Teacher from Heaven, the Word of 
God, discussed these great doctrines. Would that 

our earthly teachers today would come to Jesus 
oy and sit humbly at His feet and learn of 

im 


Vhat was the subject of their conversation? 
Earthly Things” and “Heavenly Things.” (See 
Verse 12). 


1. “Earthly things.” The New Birth is an “earthly 
ling’—mysterious and marvellous—but something 
Which takes place in the hearts of men here in the 
tarth. Jesus states the great truth in these well- 

own words; “Except a man be born again he 
“amnot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus 


mystified and overcome asks, “How can a man be 
born when he is old?”” How can these things be?” 


Having already shown the Necessity for the new 
birth, Jesus now proceeds to show the Nature of 
it. It is the work of the Spirit. We cannot see the 
Spirit working any more than we can see the wind 
blowing, but we can see the effects in the heart and 
life, just as we can see the effects of the wind on 
the trees. 


He also tells him how he can obtain the new 
birth—by faith in the Son of God. Just as the 
bitten Israelites looked on the brazen serpent and 
were healed, so we can look with the eye of faith, 
see Him hanging there on the cross, made sin for 
us, and be healed—be given a new heart. 


But as wonderful and necessary as this New 
Birth is, the Great Teacher has still more wonderful 
things to unfold to Nicodemus. These may be called, 
in the words of Jesus, 


“Heavenly Things” 


“If I have told you earthly things and ye believe 
not, how shall ye believe if I tell you of heavenly 
things?” 


The first of these is His own Heavenly Origin, 
the Une Who came down from heaven, even the 
Son of Man which is in heaven. Here is the first 
great fact about Christ which must be believed. 
‘the starting point of salvation is the deity of our 
‘Lord, ““Lhou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” Unitarianism is a denial of Christianity. A 
mere man can be no Savior of other sintul men. 
it our Savior is not what He claims to be, the 
eternal Son of God, then we can cease our quest, 
lor we are doomed and already dead in sin. Unly 
wnen we can exciaim with Natnaniel, “Rabbi, thou 
art the Son of God” or with ‘nomas, “My Lord 
and my wod,” are we on the way to salvation. 


The second heavenly thing is the Sacrifice which 
He maae tor tne sins of the world. Unly a “lifted 
up’ savior can save men trom sin—a Savior on 
tue cross—bearing our sims in His own body on the 
tree—only a dying Savior can save a dying world, 
bitten by sin. While the crucifixion was on earth, 
the acceptance ot this atonement and its full mean- 
ing are heavenly things. He has taken Hus sacri- 
Iice into the real “Hoiy of Hones’ as our Great 
riigh Priest. 


The third heavenly thing is God’s Love for a 
Lost World, back of tne Incarnation and the 
aconement is the amazing love ot Wod. God “so 
loved’ tnat Me gave—was willing to pay the 
price oI our redemption. The Wospel begins in 
scieaven, in tne big neart of God; no wonaer that 
it 1s a big Gospel. 


The fourth heavenly thing is Salvation by Grace 
through taith—whosoever believeth in Him—have 
eternal life. Salvation by works is an earthly thing 
indeed—it is of the earth, earthy—a man-made 
mode of salvation—a way for men to try to save 
themselves. It always fails. Salvation by grace 
through faith, is God’s way, It never fails. Truly, 
“His thoughts are not our thoughts nor His ways 
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our ways. “He that believeth on the Son hath 
life.”’ 


No wonder that John 3:16 has been called “the 
Gospel in a nut shell.” All the essential elements 
are here revealed. Someone has said that if all 
the Bible were lost except this one verse, there 
would be enough left to save every man in the 
world if they would believe it. 


Do we really Believe? Do we believe the earthly 
things Jesus talked about in this chapter, and the 
heavenly things? The whole matter hinges on our 
faith. Nicodemus did not seem equal to a full ac- 
ceptance of these things that night, but he after- 
wards became a full-fledged believer and made 
a good confession of faith when he went with 
Joseph of Arimathea to bury our Lord. 


Do we believe in the New Birth? Do we believe 
Jesus’ words when He said, “except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God? 
Is our belief and our preaching a little “wishy- 
washy” along this line? Do we recognize the 
work of the Spirit in the hearts of men? Do we 
believe in His Regenerating work? 


Do we know how to get this new heart, and are 
we telling others? Above all, have we definitely 
and personally received Him, believed on Him, 
looked on Him ourselves? 


Do we believe that He is the Son of God? That 
He came down from Heaven? That He was raised 
from the dead and ascended to the right hand of 
the Father? Is our faith firmly fixed on a Divine 
Savior? 


Do we believe that “Christ died for our sins?” 
That He bore our sins in His own body on the 
tree? 


Do we believe in the Love of God which gave 
such an unspeakable gift, and the Grace of God 
that will save “whosoever believeth’? 


Truly, truly, these words in the third chapter 
are “bonny” words. Who spoke them? None other 
than He Who now sits at the right hand of God, 
Who is our Savior, Friend, God. 


May God help us to take this chapter at its face 
value and full and blessed meaning! 


—_—— 


Lesson For Jan. 26: Jesus Crosses 
Racial Boundaries 


Scripture: John 4:1-42. Devotional Reading: 
Isaiah 49:8-13. 


The Gospel is world-wide in its outlook. In 
Isaiah 49:12. (Devotional Reading), it is prophe- 
sied that, “Behold these shall come from far; and 
lo, these from the north and from the west; and 
these from the land of Sinim.” The personal 
ministry of Christ was mainly “to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel,” but in our lesson today we 
find Him ministering to the mixed race of peo- 
ple in the province of Samaria. 


There are several pictures presented in this 
passage: 


I. Jesus and the Woman of Samaria. There 
could hardly be found a greater contrast than that 
between Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, and this 
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woman, “a woman of Samaria.” Two very strikin 
thoughts present themselves at the threshold of 
our study: (1) That our Saviour is no respector 
of persons. He is just as deeply concerned aboyt 
the soul of this common woman as about the soy] 
of the high-born ruler. (2) That He is perfectly 
capable of dealing with both. He can teach “the 
teacher of the Jews,” and He can teach this 
woman at the well. He can adapt His teaching 
to the divergent needs of these two so different 
characters. 


“He must needs go through Samaria.” This was 
the nearest route, but often Jews “‘went around” 
Samaria, if they could. Is there not a suggestion 
of a definite purpose in His thus going through 
this province? 


In verse 6 we have a sample of the perfect 
humanity of our Lord. “Being wearied with His 
journey.” He Who could say to the weary multi- 
tudes, “Come unto Me all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden and I will give you rest,” was Hinm- 
self tired and worn out and needed rest for His 
body. Let us never overlook the human side of 
Jesus. He was perfect Man, as well as God. 


He asks the woman for a drink of water. Often 
a simple request is a fine way to “break the ice” 
in our seeking for a soul. There is something in 
the worst of men which responds to a request for 
help. We can always learn from the Master of 
men the best way to approach men. 


The woman, however, is surprised. For a Jew 
to ask a favor of a Samaritan, and ‘‘a woman” at 
that, was enough to surprise her, for the Jews 
had no dealings with the Samaritans. This was a 
rather mild way of stating the case, 


Then He tells her about the “living water.” Did 
He know that down deep in her soul there was a 
thirst? Or did His words awaken a thirst? Cer. 
tainly the Holy Spirit was beginning His gracious 
work in her heart. 


“Give me this water.” Here her desire is ex 
pressed. Perhaps her mind in still very much con 
fused. There is still one thing in the way—sm. 
So far, the woman has not seemed conscious of 
Sin, or thought of her sinful life. Jesus reminds 
her of it in a tactful, but plain way. “Go, call thy 
husband, and come hither.” 


She now tries to “side-step” the issue by starting 
a discussion as to the relative merits of Samaria 
or Jerusalem as a place to worship. But Jesus 
does not allow Himself to be thus side-tracked. 
He brings her back to real spiritual worship. 
“God is Spirit, and they that worship Him mus 
worship in spirit and in truth.” 


The climax comes when she says,” I know that 
Messias cometh” and He replies, ‘“I—am He.” Her 
faith lays hold upon Him and believing, she leaves 
her water pot and goes back to testify to the 
others in the village. Is it not a thrilling exper 
ence when we, too, can see a soul thus grasp 
the Savior? 


Il. Christ and the Disciples. The disciples wert 
surprised that He should be talking with a womal, 
but they were sensible enough not to ask aly 
questions, 


They were again surprised when they asked 
Him to eat (for they had gone to buy food), and 
He replied, “I have meat to eat that ye know n0 
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of’—“My meat is to do the will of Him that 
sent Me and to finish His work.” Do we ever get 
3 enthused over saving souls that we lose our 
appetite for ordinary food? Is this our food, even 
the work He has given us to do? Surely there 
is plenty to do. “Lift up your eyes, and look on 
the fields—for they are white already to harvest.” 
(Someone has suggested that even as He spoke 
the men were coming over the hill from the vil- 
lage—they could see them, the harvest-field—right 
before their eyes). Is it not true today that in 
many places, if we had eyes to see, there are 
fields white for harvest. May God give us eyes 
to see! 


“He that reapeth receiveth wages.” The man 
who breaks up the soil, like John the Baptist, 
and the man who sows seed, like many a pioneer 
on the mission field, receives wages too. The Lord 
of the harvest will take care of that. But the 
wages Of a reaper are peculiarly satisfying. The 
man who gathers the grain into the store-house is 
doing finishing work. There is “great joy” when 
“all is safely gathered in.” We reap where other 
men have labored, and we experience the joy of 
the harvest. Often the evangelist will come and 
reap where the faithful pastor and preacher has 
broken the soil and sowed the seed. Let us never 
underestimate the work of others or be jealous 
of their success. Let us all rejoice together. “One 
soweth and another reapeth.” Let the sower and 
reaper both rejoice, and give all the praise to 
God Who alone can give the increase. 


lll. Christ and the Samaritans. The Master did 
not stop with this one woman. This was but the 
starting point. 


She went back and gave her testimony: “Come, 
see a man which told me all things that ever I 
did; is not this the Christ?” Many of the Samari- 
tans believed because of her testimony. If Chris- 
tians were always good witnesses, would there not 





be many more gathered into the fold? Let us too, 
speak a good word for Jesus Christ. 


“Many more believed because of His own word.” 
They wanted no secondhand experience. “We have 
heard Him ourselves, and know that this is in- 
deed the Christ, the Savior of the world.” “He 
abode there two days.” It is personal contact 
with Christ that counts most and brings the best 
and most lasting results. 


In this chapter we see Christ’s love for, and in- 
terest in, all men, even those who were despised 
by the Jews. Why was it so hard for the early 
Christians to get away from their narrowness and 
bigotry and racial and national pride? It took a 
special vision to bring Peter to a realization that 
“God is no respector of persons.” 


But let us not be too severe in our criticism of 
them. Who are our Samaritans, and how are we 
treating them? Are they not the despised, the neg- 
lected, the “outcasts of Israel’ whom we have in 
our midst? The negroes, the foreigners, many 
white people who live in our slums. Do we not 
treat them as the Jews treated the Samaritans— 
have no dealings with them? There are many prob- 
lems in connection with all of them, but their one 
great need is Jesus Christ as Saviour and Master. 
If we can bring them to Him, let them drink of 
the well of living water, then their problems will 
take care of themselves. Without Christ they are 
an easy prey to every false religion and false 
philosophy of life which are being promulgated 
wholesale. 


Are we willing to minister to them, to labor in 
this harvest field, and reap these precious souls? 
Stonewall Jackson had a negro Sabbath School 
which was very much on his heart. Gladstone was 
often found in the slums of London kneeling at 
the bedside of the sick or unsaved. May the Lord 
of the harvest fill us with the spirit of our Savior 
and give us grace and humility for our task! We 
do not have to travel far to find our Samaritans. 


Young Peoples Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Young People’s Emphasis 


For January 


Jan. 19: Young Leaders In India 


Introduction 


The mission schools of India have produced and 
are producing many a young leader who will help 
mold the life of the free India. The purpose of 
this program is to have us study some of these 
leaders that we may know them and what they are 
doing. You can find the stories of the lives of 
these young Indian leaders in the regular study 
books for the Foreign Mission season and in “Pres- 
byterian Youth.” 


As we study the young leaders of India it might 
be well to keep before our minds what young 
leaders in India ought to be, Many years ago the 
Apostle John wrote to Christians scattered through- 
out a pagan land much like India today, and in 
that letter he gave some advice to young men. 
That advice is divided between a statement about 
what they were and a statement of what they ought 
to do. As we take both the statement of fact and 
the exhortion into consideration we get a pretty 
good outline of what a Christian leader in a pagan 
land ought to be. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(I John 2:14-17) 
What Young Christian Leaders Are 


1. In Character: strong. Verse 14. (a) Source 
of their strength—The Word of God; (b) Proof 
of their strength. Verses 15-16. 


§ 
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2. In Affection: love for God. Verses 15-16. 
a, Separate from and above the things of the 
world. 


3. In Practice: They do the will of God. 
Verse 17. 


Suggestions 


You will want to study the lives of some of the 
young leaders of India as outlined in the study 
books, but it might be a good idea to study 
those lives in the light of this Scripture outline. 
It is very easy for us to some times study the 
leaders of other lands and because of the good 
they are doing we idealize them and never examine 
them in the light of God’s standards. We ought to 
use this outline of Scriptural truth to give us dis- 
cernment into how enduring for Christianity a 
man’s work will be, 


——— 


Jan. 26: Next Steps In India 


Introduction 


We fellows in the gang used to express our 
approval of a good dish of ice cream or a delicious 
piece of cake by saying to our hostess,” I'll have 
the same and more of it.” Missions have had a 
glorious history in India, and when we begin to 
consider the next steps in India we can look back 
at what has been done and say, “‘I’ll have the same 
and more of it.” 


But India is face to face with the same problem 
that Christians everywhere are facing. As India 
becomes a free nation there are many problems 
that need to be faced and world famous mission- 
aries have told us of the great harm done in the 
past in India by denominational groups that 
harped on doctrine and dogma. Therefore many 
people are calling for all the Christians to unite 
in one great church that can solve the material 
problems that are facing India. For instance in 
her book “India at the Threshold” L. Winifred 
Bryce interprets the statement of (Paul that in 
Christ there is “‘neither Greek nor Jew, circum- 
cision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, 
bond nor free, but Christ who is all and in all” 
to mean for India today the following: 


1. In Jesus Christ there is no racial conflict. 

2. In Jesus Christ there is no religious conflict. 

3. In Jesus Christ there is no economic conflict. 

4. In Jesus Christ there is no social conflict. 
—Pages 155-159. 


The statement as it stands is absolutely true, 
But what do the words “in Jesus Christ” mean? 
The church is divided on that today. For some 
it means one thing, and tor others it means some- 
thing miles away and never the twain shall meet. 
This is not a matter of a minor point of doctrine, 
it is a matter ot the tundamentai approach to the 
whole matter of Christianity and the ultimate 
meaning of the universe. Since this is true of Jesus 
Christ, and since the church is divided on what 
being “‘in Jesus Christ” means it is therefore im- 
perative for the Indian Christians, who are only 
about 2 percent of India’s population, to know ex- 
actly what it means to be “in Christ.” 
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Scripture Lesson 


No man has any honest and true right to sa 
that being “in Christ” means anything else than 
what Jesus Christ Himself said that it means. Let 
us then look at what Jesus Christ and the Bible 
have to say: 


To Be In Jesus Christ Is 


1. To be as vitally united to the living Christ as 
the branches are to their vine. John 15:12-13. The 
result is united action. 1 Cor. 12-14-20. 


3. To be as securely united to the living Christ 
as a building is to its foundation. Ephesians 2:19- 
21. The result is a conscious and manifest presence 
of God in our midst. Eph. 2:22. 


4. To be as inimately united to the living Christ 
as a bride is to her bridegroom, Ephesians 5:21-25, 


32. The result is inimate love and fellowship. John 
15:15-17, 


Suggestions 


You and I, with our limited knowledge of the 
great land of India, can not presume to outline 
the steps that India ought to take in the future, 
and India would not care much if we did. But you 


. and I can see the broad need for a discerning, 


Biblical faith and a true, vital Christian experi- 
ence. Perhaps if we can see the need for that 
kind of faith in India it will help us see more 
clearly our need for it in our own church here 
in America. You can get much material for this 
program by a study of what has been already 
done in India and by a study of what needs to 
be done as outlined in our study books. But what- 
ever you do don’t fail to come to grips with what 
it really means to be “in Jesus Christ.” For in- 
stance Paul says that “In Christ’ there are no 
racial differences. Now suppose you are a Chris- 
tian in India. You are middle caste. Yonder is an 
outcaste, an untouchable. Now “in Christ’ there is 
no difference. Does that mean there is no differ- 
ence as he is now? Suppose he joins the church, 
is he “in Christ” simply because his name is on 
the roll? Can we appply that truth about peo- 
ple “in Christ” to all men regardless of their 
taith? These questions are difficult, but they must 
be answered, for the future of the church in 
India, the future of the church in America, and 
the future of the ecumencia] church in the world 
depend on just what is the difference between 
“in Christ” and “out of Christ.” 


BIBLE QUIZ 
By Rev. J. B. Vail 


ef answer to each of these begins with the let 
ter “ me 

(1) Name of a river. (2) How some entertain 
angels. (3) Why Jesus did no mighty works m 
Nazareth. (4) What kind of priesthood Jesus has. 
(5) Relation of Laban to Jacob. (6) What a fool 
has no delight in. (7) Their way shall perish. (8) 
Kind of servant Onesimus was, before Paul sent 
him back to his owner. (9) The Lord’s greatness, 
His judgments and His riches are what? (Psalm 
145, Rom. 11, Ephesians 3). (10) A leper. 

"yeizzy, (OT) 
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Church Woman’s Calendar 
January 1947 


January: New Year’s—a time for beginning afresh. 
January 1: February 2—Foreign Mission Study 
Season. 

January 26: February 2—Week of Prayer and 
Self-Denial for Foreign Missions. 


Cirle Topic: Isaiah Speaks to the Needs of Our 
Day—Calling the World to Righteousness. 


Auxiliary Topic: What Is My Church Doing About 
World Peace? 


Auxiliary Business Meeting: Appointment of Nomi- 
nating Committees. 


Wings For The Soul 


New Year's Greeting 


Let us walk softly, friend, 

For strange paths lie before us all untrod 

The New Year, spotless from the hand of God, 
Is thine and mine, O friend. 


Let us walk straightly, friend, 

Forget the crooked paths behind us now, 
Press on with steadier purpose on our brow, 
To better deeds, O friend. 


Let us walk gladly, friend, 

Perchance some greater good than we have known 
Is waiting for us, or some fair hope flown, 
Shall return, O friend. 


Let us walk humbly, friend, 

Slight not the heart’s ease blooming ’round our 
feet, 

The laurel blossoms are not half so sweet 

Or lightly gathered, friend. 


Let us walk quickly, friend, 
Work with our might while lasts our little day, 
And help some halting comrade on the way, 
And may God guide us, friend. 

—Author Unknown. 


Old Resolution 


New Endeavor 


At the start of every new year, most of us make 
resolutions. The majority do so rather facetiously, 
realizing full well that resolutions are made to be 
broken. Usually we get out last year’s resolutions, 
warm them up, and decide they’ll do fine for this 
year since they haven’t been kept anyway. 


Perhaps, then, it is not a good idea to make 
New Year’s Resolutions. Perhaps there are certain 
good impulses which should be taken out of the 
passivity of resolution and put into the activity 
of accomplishment. 


Such an impulse is that which prompts us to 
say year after year, “Well, I’ve made one reso- 


lution I -intend to keep—I’m going to attend Sun- 
day school every week.” Good impulse and firm 
resolve, but somehow, after a few weeks of the 
new year have passed there comes that old feeling 
on Sunday morning—that old feeling of “Oh well, 
I’ll get the children off to Sunday school, but I 
believe I’ll just go back to bed for another nap 
before church,” or “I get to church every Sunday 
—that’s all the preacher should expect of me,” or 
even—“I’m too old to go to Sunday school—that’s 
for the youngsters.” 


No wonder the brave new—or sometimes, 
warmed-over—resolution dies an unnatural death 
in the face of such opposition. Try protecting it. 
Don’t give that old Sunday feeling a chance to get 
to work. Try catching yourself by surprise on 
Sunday mornings and just going to Sunday school, 
without engaging in any vast mental struggle. It 
comes easy after a while. —S.S.P. 


SS 


Why Study India Now? 


Have you asked any one, “Why do we have to 
study India this year?” Many people have, since 
the announcement was made that India is the book 
for study during the Foreign Mission season in 
January, 1947, Last summer during the Foreign 
Mission Conference held at Montreat, Dr. H. 
Kerr Taylor, Educational Secretary of the Execu- 
tive Committee of Foreign Missions, made so plain, 
to the men and women attending the study class 
taught by Mrs. H. D. Haberyan, the reasons why 
this study of India is timely for our Church. 
Here they are: 


1. One fifth of the human race lives in India— 
it is important to know about so large a part of 
the peoples of the world. 


2. The books recommended for study and read- 
ing contain the best material on India that is 
available. They have been prepared by the Mis- 
sionary Education Movement (familiarly called 
MEM) which has member Protestant denomina- 
tions from both the United States and Canada. 
One hundred people work four years in advance 
to provide the best material possible for mission 
study. 


3. Protestant Christians are the best informed 
people regarding world affairs. Presbyterian, U. 
S. members will continue to merit that praise. 


4. Yes, we are studying India this year because 
we have no missionaries there, and we need to 
know what other Christian bodies are doing in 
India, and what has been accomplished during the 
years, as well as to know the needs and oppor- 
tunities that are in that country today, 


These are rather convincing reasons—you agree 
with them, don’t you? Of course, there will be time 
given in the study season for looking at our own 
denominational work, as presented by Dr. C. Darby 
Fulton in his book just off the press—Now Is The 
Time. As one member of the Executive Committee 
of Foreign Missions recently said, “Now is the 
time in this confused and confusing world to take 
our stand vocally and actively to bring His King- 
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dom in. I believe world peace will come if Chris- 
tians make Him known and work for justice and 
righteousness among men.” 


The Foreign Mission study season offers spe- 
cial opportunity for training in missions. The 
study of West Of The Date Line was the largest 
ever, so Dr. Taylor reported last summer. Let 
us make even larger the study of these books 
on India and the book by Dr. Fulton. Let us re- 
solve. to set aside and safeguard time for learn- 
ing about missions in India, then for freshening 
up on the work that our own Church has planned, 
as we move forward into an expanding missionary 
program. 


Be sure to help any person who asks, “Why do 
we study India this year?” to understand that it 
is absolutely essential that all Christians in this 
country know about India today. 


The 1947 Birthday Offering 


For Our Missions In The Orient 
By Dr. Janie W. McGaughey* 


Announcement of the Objective for the 1947 
Woman’s Auxiliary Birthday Offering is news 
that will be of interest to all in our Church and 
certainly to the friends in the missions which 
will benefit from this love gift, The leaders in 
our Woman’s Work—members of the Woman’s 
Advisory Committee and the Assembly’s Com- 
mittee on Woman’s Work—to whom is committed 
the decision in this matter, have been led to desig- 
nate the 1947 gift for certain phases of the work 
of reconstruction in our Mission fields in China, 
Japan and Korea. The following is quoted from 
the Minutes of the Woman’s Advisory Committee 
meeting of July, 1946: 


“Being profoundly moved by the suffering of 
the Christian people in the Orient and by the 
drastic losses sustained in the Christian work there, 
and earnestly desiring to help these fellow Chris- 
tians, in some definite way, we feel there is 
nothing more timely, nor more in keeping with the 
spirit of our Birthday Gifts, than to designate 
as our 1947 Birthday Objective some phases of 
the work of reconstruction in the Orient.” 


This Birthday gift will be divided between our 
Missions in China, Japan and Korea.—one-half 
for China, one-fourth for Japan, and one-fourth 
for Korea—with the provision for its use for 
projects which will minister largely to women 
and children, and in some instances to objectives 
which were beneficiaries to former Birthday offer- 
ings. 


After conference with the Executive Committee 
of Foreign Missions, and through them with the 
Committees making survey of needs in our fields 
in the Orient, the following special Objectives 
have been selected for our 1947 gifts: 


In China: A model home, Chinese in architec- 
ture and furnishings, in connection with the Bible 
School in four stations: Haichow; Hsuchowfu; 
Kiangyin; and Tsingkiangpu. 


For translation, printing and promoting of pho- 
netic work as an aid to having a literate Church. 


A children’s ward in the Kashing hospital. Evan- 
gelistic work among women and girls of the Yen- 
cheng and Taichow fields. 
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A fund—the interest from which is to be useq 
for scholarships for Christian girls. 


A kindergarten in Soochow. The Bible Teachery 
Training School of Nanking. Rebuilding and equip- 
ping of Woman’s Bible School at Kiangyin. 


Rehabilitation and equipping of the Bible Schoo] 
at Kashing and Tsingkiangpu. 


In Japan: The general objective, “Rehabilitation 
Fund for Woman’s Work in Japan,” definite 
project to be selected later. 


In Korea: Major repairs and equipment of the 
Speer Girls’ Schoo] in Kwangju. 


Preparation and publishing of literature on the 
care and training of Children and the development 
of the Christian home. 


Repair and equipment of the Bible Class build- 
ings in the several stations, with Neel School at 
Kwangju and the Ada Hamilton Clark School in 
Chunju coming first. 


Endowment of the Chair of Bible in the Spear 
Girls’ School, These objectives present a strong 
appeal to the heart of every Christian woman and 
a real opportunity to express our deep concern 
and our desire to help these Christians in the 
Orient. Their courage and faith during these re 
cent years challenge our generous giving of re- 
newed interest, earnest intercession and _sacri- 
ficial offering through our 1947 Birthday season. 
What better observance of the thirty-fifth anni- 
versary of the Woman’s Auxiliary (the twenty- 
fifth for the Birthday gift since this was initiated 
when the Woman’s Auxilary was ten years old) 
than to make a record-breaking Birthday gift in 
our 1947 Birthday month (May), dedicating it to 
the re-building and re-strengthening of our Mission 
work in the Orient! 


*Secretary of Woman’s Work. 


A Trip On The Marine Lynx 


From A Lynx 


When the Director of the American President 
Lines told us that the trip in the Emergency Class 
on the Lynx, the way 408 of us Missionaries were 
to travel to China, would be tough, we admired his 
frankness. He said they had no other way to get 
us to China and as we wanted to go they would 
arrange for us to go that way though they did not 
wish to. He ended by saying “if you really want 
to go and can take it and grin and bear it—we will 
do all we can to get you there—then let’s go.” 
We applauded him and were prepared to do just 
that—to grin and bear it. The Lynx needed to go 
into dry dock but the strike held things up and s0 
it was not the fault of the President Lines that it 
was in the condition it was. When I say we did 
have “to take it,” only our boys who have been on 
a troop ship across one of the oceans will really 
understand what I mean. But if our boys can take 
it for the sake of country and world peace, surely 
we.can take it for the sake of the Cross and Gosp 
and Everlasting Peace. Of course our boys were 
younger and had had boot-training. I could have 
taken it better when I first went to China, over 36 
years ago, but we realize afresh so many precious 
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truths. One is, that nothing can separate us from SI III IIIA III IAAI IAI IAI A AAA AISI 


the Love of God in Christ Jesus. Such fellowship 
43 we had together with each other through the 
Christ-love-bond. There were 408 of us in the 
Hatches. I was in Hatch 3—with all of the 
Southern Presbyterians. That meant 3 flights down 
below deck—that meant carrying chairs up three 
flights to get to the deck and fresh air. We were 


“What Shall I Render Unto The Lord 
For All His Benefits?” 


At the turn of the year it is time for us to 
take stock of all the Lord’s goodness toward 
us, Again we find we are His debtors, for His 
mercy and goodness surely have followed us 
day by day. 


108 in our hatch. There were 3 stewards to look 
after us. They had union hours and were on 2 
four hour shifts. When the drinking water over- 
flowed and ran down under my bearth and others, 
we had to grab our suitcases and typewriters, etc., 
and mop it up and get things o.k. again for they 
were off duty, When a water pipe burst, a new 
man tried to turn it off, but he turned it the 
wong way and turned on a bigger stream. (The 
strike had made it impossible to employ skilled 
men). We had a real flood with waves as the boat 
rocked. The engines stoped five times in the mid- 
Pacific, for they had not had time to go into dry- 
dock. They went into Hongkong later, however, 
so there was no monotony on the Marine Lynx. We 
could all laugh and help each other. That was the 
wonderful part of it all. Though children were 
only a few feet from older people, who needed to 
rest and sleep, I never heard a complaint of the 
children in our hatch. When the older people by our missionaries, is a testimony that the 
showed such love and consideration, the mothers Lord Jesus Christ is the only Saviour of 
could be more patient and gentle, and in turn, made 
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and sorrow for the thousands of homeless, 
persecuted and suffering Jews throughout 
Europe and beyond. 


ECC CT SSCS CCC CCC CSCS 


The Friends Of Israel] Missionary 
And Relief Society 


Is a vital testimony in deed and in truth to 
the love of Christ. Every parcel of food, 
every garment which is being sent to the 
hungry and forsaken Jewish people through- 
out the world; every word spoken or written 


good, we thought. When our youngest member, tion. 
a three and one half months baby, was ill much 
prayer went up for the child. She had a deep 
cold, fever, wheezing, and choking, etc., and could 
not sleep and rest, day or night. The mother 
walked the baby and others helped, but it was a 
real test of the patience of those around, the way 
they took it. All were concerned and only after 
several days of pennicillin did the baby recover. 
We thanked God every night that all our children 
were safe, for there were so many ways that they 
could have been hurt and even lost. The standing 
in line with a tray for food three times a day was 
anew experience. It is one thing to do this at 
home in a cafeteria, and another thing on a boat 
trying to keep your balance when you may not be 
up to par! (If you know what I mean). Again the 
spirit of cooperation and good-will manifested 
itself. The parents and children always walked 
up to the front and were served first. There were 
many things that we could laugh about. We had 
as much privacy in bath as a goldfish. When some 
resourceful and modest person thought of getting 
up at 3 or 4 A.M. to get a bath in private—and 
would find that many others had done the same 
thing, we could all laugh. There were many causes * 
for laughter and merriment. The evenings were ¥ 
times that we will long remember. There were * 
lectures, discussion, musicals, slight-of-hand tricks, be 
ete, We had much real talent and highly educated } 
and trained people among our 400 and all did what * 
they could to make the trip pleasant for others. x 
ne day I was sitting in my chair at the head of o 
my bunk where I spent more of these two weeks * 
when the stewardess from Cabin Class came down } - , h 
to see an ill person. As she went back up the stairs t Rev. M. W. Boot 

* 

. 

* 

* 

* 

: 

% 


You will make a grand, God-pleasing start, if 
you begin this coming year by having a 
share in our ministry. Rich blessing and deep 
gratitude will be yours in exchange. Your 
prayerful interest is cordially invited. 


LNNVETH 


Send Your Gifts To 


The Friends Of Israel Missionary 
And Relief Society, Inc. 


728-B Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


President Joseph M. Steele 
Treasurer Dr. Joseph T. Britan 
General Secretary .... Rev. Victor Buksbazen 


Treasurer For Canada 


Rev. P. S. Dobson, M.A., D.D. 
Principal, Alma College 
St. Thomas, Ontario, Canada 


Clothing From Canadian Friends Only 
Should Be Addressed To 


- Soneee wee — oy ae stairs - 1450 Union Avenue 

ald to me, “‘why did you do it? e meant w 

lid we missionaries, being the people we are, “a Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
this way. Understanding her meaning I replied, 
for Jesus sake and the Gospel’s and to help in 
bringing in the Kingdom of Peace and Righteous- 
hess that will never end.” She looked at me very 
intently as I talked on and gave my witness to 


Our quarterly bulletin, Israel My Glory, sent 
to all contributors and also on request. 
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what Christ was and is to me and what we were 
willing to suffer so that others may know HIM. 
She turned without a word and very thoughtful, to 
go up to—where we really belonged, When we 
reached Shanghai and I was making a final in- 
spection to see if all my baggage had gone, the 
old steward who was looking after our hatch of 50 
persons said to me, “some way you folks are 
different from others that I have known.” I talked 
to him for a few minutes thankful for the oppor- 
tunity to witness again to HIS Grace. As I left 
he took my hand and shook it, with the remark, 
“God bless you.” It is a long story—the landing 
and the customs. China is not what she used to 
be—like that old gray mare. We looked down on 
waiting husbands, from 3 P.M. until darkness pre- 
vented our recognizing them. Finally getting off 
the boat, beating our way through coolies rushing 
up and coolies coming down carrying baggage with 
people shoving behind—only one little gang-plank. 
Anxious husbands waiting below. What a joy and 
relief to finally get safely with my baggage to the 
bottom of that gang-plank to be clasped by my 
husband and my worries and troubles were over. 
All, we turned over to them. The CCV is a very 
real organization. The Club of the Clinging Vines. 
There are many of us: Bishop’s wives, Doctor’s 
wives, preacher’s wives, etc., and never again will 
we allow them to leave us and we will cling to the 
end. The Holy Writ says that man was not meant 
to live alone and we have decided that wives or 
women were not made to handle baggage and 
coolies and Marine Lynx trips alone either. But the 
end was not yet. The customs was the worst of 
all. For five days we left at 8:30 and went to 
Jetty and stayed until 5:30. In a big warehouse all 
things were dumped and stacked in any old way, 
trunks, suitcases, nailed boxes, beds, refrigerators, 
stoves, etc. We had to locate each piece and then 
bargain with coolies to take it out from underneath 
and outside. One was always on watch (one of our 
group of missionaries) to see that things did not 
walk off. I found one suitcase under six boxes and 
trunks. Then the doors were closed at noon. The 
officials went off for a two hour lunch. We sat 
on boxes and ate two sandwiches and waited. Then 
we stood in line to nab an official to get him to 
examine what we had found. This was finished 
after five days! But again in the midst we have 
that which made us praise the Lord. When we 
arrived that night, one of the Chinkiang High 
School graduates and now the head of one of the 
largest banks, had his bus there to meet us and 
bring us out here to 14 Route Winling. He and his 
assistant gave a dinner one night to fifty of us 
new arrivals. I sat at the right of the President, 
and Mr. Farrior next, as we were Chinkiang High 
School folks also. The words of welcome by some 
of the leading christians warmed our hearts and 
this former student and his assistant both spoke 
very feelingly of their need of us and their grati- 
tude for our coming. Bishop Ward of the Methodist 
church would hop up and introduce me to make the 
speech of response. I was unprepared but did it 
after telling him and them that I was not a Method- 
ist, but a Presbyterian and we’d not have to obey 
any Bishop. And now, Mr. Farrior and I are alone 
in 14 Route Winling. All the Lnyxes and husbands 
that came to meet them and the others are gone to 
their various stations and their work. We are here 
to welcome them when they have to come our way 
and to “offer the cup of cold water’ to these real 
disciples of HIS in HIS name and do our bit for 
HIM here. We covet your prayers for us all during 
these days for He only is sufficient. We need HIS 
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faith—ours is so weak and small; we need HIs 
patience—ours is so tried and we must be more 
patient than ever these days if our witness is to 
ring true; and we need HIS love—oh, to love the 
unlovely, to have HIS love that went all the way to 
Calvary, that loved to the end. So we are counting 
on you doing your part in prayer so that it cannot 
be said of any of us—that we failed for not praying 
for each other. 
Yours in the KING’S business, 
Kitty M. Farrior. 
























































Teaching All People 


On Signa] Mountain the program as suggested 
by our Executive Committee of Religious Eduea- 
tion is well on its way. For six years the Bible has 
been taught in the five public schools on different 
parts of the mountain. 
































Two devout Christian women, especially well 
trained in Bible study, carry the teaching of the 
Bible to every boy and girl in the five schools. 
Through them they reach about every rural home 
on the mountain. The Signal Mountain Presbyte- 
rian Church with substantial help from individuals 
pays the expenses, which are salaries, automobile, 
and its maintenance. 





















































These two Bible teachers have the full co- 
overation of the county school system and the en- 
thusiastic support of the principal and the teaching 
force in each of the five schools. 




















The main effort of the Bible teachers is to bring 
each child to Christ. They believe after this 
thorough familiarity with the great Bible truths 
and personalities, their characters will be strength- 
ened and they will learn to love the Word and 
practice it in their daily lives. 





























The curriculum, the same as used in the ele- 
mentary public schools of Chattanooga, covering 
the complete course from the fourth grade through 
the sixth grade (96 weeks) is much too long to 
give in full here. However the following outline 
covering the first 16 weeks of the course as studied 
in the fourth grade will show the foundation on 
which the teachers continue to build. ; 


Bible Course of the Five Public Schools of 
Signal Mountain: 























Discovering The Bible 
General Objectives: To lead each pupil: 






1. To know and enjoy the stories of the Bible. 


2. To approve of right conduct and disapprove of 
wrong conduct, as shown in the lives of Bible 
characters. 


3. To develop gradually ideals of desirable traits 
of character and ability to exemplify them 
daily living. 
. To reverence the Bible as the Word of God. 
. To read the Bible every day. 
. To understand Bible truths expressed simply. 


. To know, love, and trust God, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


. To evaluate action by Bible standards. 


. To become familiar with the contents of the 
Bible. 
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Fourth Grade—First Semester 


Unit 1: Discovering How Men Lived Before The 
Flood. Three Weeks. 


Specific Objectives: To lead each pupil: 


1. To know that disobedience to God brought pun- 
ishment to men. 

9, To know that God provided salvation for be- 
lievers. 


8 To desire and will to obey God. 


First: How God’s perfect creation was spoiled, Gen. 
1-3; 24. Memory Work: II Tim. 2:15. Divisions 
of 0. T. Books of Law. 


Second: How the first children grew up. Gen. 4: 
1-16. Memory Work: Books of History. 


Third: Why Noah built the ark. Gen. 6:1-9,17. 
Memory Work: Book of Poetry. 


Unit 2: Discovering How God Guided His Chosen 
Family. Ten Weeks. 


Specific Objectives: To lead each pupil: 
1.To know that God guided those who trusted 
Him. 
2. To trust God for daily guidance. 


Fourth: How Abraham obeyed God’s call. Gen. 12: 
1-10. Memory Work: Books of Major Prophets. 


Fifth: How Lot’s choice brought trouble. Gen. 13: 
1-15; 14:1-16. Memory Work: Books of Minor 
Prophets (first half). 


Sixth: How strange visitors came to Abraham’s 
tent. Gen. 18-19; 29. Memory Work: Books of 
Minor Prophets (last half). 


Seventh: How God tested Abraham’s faith. Gen. 
22:1-14. Memory Work: Divisions of N, T. 


Eighth: How God chose a wife for Isaac. Gen. 24. 
Memory Work: Gospels and History. 


Ninth: How Jacob got his brother’s birthright and 
blessing. Gen. 25:27-34; 27:1-42. Memory Work: 
Paul’s Epistles (first half). 


Tenth: How God guided Jacob on his lonely jour- 
ney. Gen. 27:43 - 29:28. Memory Work: Paul’s 
Epistles (last half). 


Eleventh: Why God gave Jacob a new name. Gen. 
31:3-18; 32:33; 35:1-15. Memory Work: General 
Epistles and Prophecy. 


Twelfth: How a slave boy became a ruler. Gen. 37; 
39:1-41,57. Memory Work: Psalm 100:1-3. 


Thirteenth: How dreams came true. Gen. 42 - 47: 
12. Memory Work: Psalm 100:4-5. 


Unit 3: Discovering How God Delivered His peo- 
ple From Slavery. Three Weeks. 


Specific Objectives: To lead each 
pupil to know: 
1. God protected and gave power to His leaders. 
2. God’s power was greater than any other power. 
3. God’s power is just the same today. 


Fourteenth: How God prepared a great leader, Ex. 
1:1 - 2:10. Memory Work: Luke 2:8-10. 


Fifteenth: How God showed His answer in signs 


and miracles. Ex. 3:1 - 12:36. Memory Work: 
Luke 2:11-14. 


Sixteenth: How God showed His power at the Red 
Sea. Memory Work: Psalm 23. 


Dr. McCallie is Chairman of the Committee on 
Bible in the Public Schools of Chattanooga and is 
always glad to give information from his twenty 
years’ experience in this work. 


A Word About Dispensations 
In The Bible 
By George H. Gilmer, D.D. 


The word “Dispensation” occurs four times in 
the English Bible. It is from the Greek word 
oikonomia: which means “the law of the house.” 
The plan of salvation has never been changed. It 
was arranged in a covenant “before the foundation 
of the world” (Eph. 1:4). God agreed to save a 
definite number of people known as the “elect.” 
In their organized capacity they are known as “the 
Church’—the “called out ones.” God promised 
eternal life to these “before the world began.” 
Promised it to Christ. of course, as man had not 
then been created. (See Titus 1.2). He promised 
eternal life to the “elect”? on the condition that 
Christ would become man, and suffer and die in 
man’s place. We become the benificiaries of this 
covenant of grace by repentance and faith. All 
who turn from sin and put their trust in Christ 
are saved. Abel was saved that way; you are saved 
that way if you accept Christ. 


But in revealing and administering this one way 
of salvation God has been pleased to make changes. 
Dispensations grow out of these changes. Under 
the Old Testament there were blood sacrifices, all 
pointing to the sacrifice of Christ. Under the New 
Testament there are no longer blood sacrifices. 
Thus the Westminster “Confession of Faith says: 
“There are not, therefore, two covenants of grace 
differing in substance, but one and the same under 
various dispensations.” Note the expression “‘var- 
ious dispensations.”? One who believes in the Con- 
fession believes in “various dispensations.” 


Now let us go to the Bible for one illustration. 
When our first parents were innocent they lived 
under one dispensation; when they sinned they 
lived under another. Thus we have two dispensa- 
tions right in the beginning of the race. And 
further under the Old Testament there were blood 
sacrifices; under the New there are none—two dis- 
pensations. 


A brother once called me a “dispensationalist.” 
There is no such word. Look it up in all the 
dictionaries you can find and you will not find it. 
How many dispensations are there in the Bible, I 
do not know, never having counted them. Dr. 
Scofield uses seven in his reference Bible, and we 
find the same dispensations in the Companion 
Bible, under different names. Both these bretheren 
used this number for their purpose as a convenient 
number, very much as a preacher divides his 
sermon. One of the best foreign missions sermons 
I ever heard used fourteen divisions, and it was not 
unduly long. 


My little children, let us love one another and 
not fall out over dispensations in the Bible, They 
are certainly there. 
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General Church News 


Dr. J. Rupert McGregor Accepts 
Call To Montreat 


Dr. J. Rupert McGregor, pastor of the South 
Highland Presbyterian Church, Birmingham, Ala., 
is expected to arrive in Montreat on January 1, 
to begin his work as President of the Mountain 
Retreat Association. He will assume the presi- 
dency of Montreat College at the close of the 
present academic year, when Dr. R. C. Anderson’s 
resignation from that position becomes effective. 
It is hoped that, after this time, Dr. Anderson will 
— to serve the College under an appropriate 
title. 


Dr. McGregor was unanimously elected to the 
presidency of the Mountain Retreat Association on 
Oct. 30, 1946, after a three-year search for a 
suecessor to Dr. Anderson, who retires after serving 
for thirty-five years as head of the institution. The 
incoming President, who is a native of South 
Carolina, was educated at Davidson College and 
Columbia and Union theological seminaries. His 
previous pastorates were at Atlanta, and Cedar- 
town, Ga., and at Lexington and Burlington, N. C. 


Dr. Anderson has been elected President Emeritus 
of the Association; and he has consented, upon the 
special request of the Directors, to complete the 
work on the hotel now being erected upon the 
site of the old Alba. 


T. H. Spence. Jr., Secretary, Mountain Retreat 
Association; and Secretary of the Board of Trustees 
of Montreat College. 


Report On The United 
Student Christian 
Council 


By George D. Hopper 


Christian students from all parts of the country 
from Massachusetts to California met together at 
Racine, Wisconsin, Oct. 22-26, to give serious 
thought to the furthering of the Kingdom of God 
on our college and university campuses. These 
students were representing the student organiza- 
tions of twelve of our major Protestant denomina- 
tions including the Southern Presbyterian Church 
and the student divisions of the Y.M.C.A. and 
Y.W.C.A, Meeting with the forty-five students were 
the executive secretaries of these organizations. 


The United Student Christian Council (USCC) 
was formed three years ago because it was felt that 
our divided efforts were failing to meet the des- 
perate needs of our times when there is such wide- 
spread ignorance of the Christian faith among 
students and when religion is given such an in- 
adequate place in the system of higher education. 
This is a movement to promote not amalgamation 
of denominational organizations but a more ef- 
fective Christian impact on the life of our colleges 
and universities. The USCC is also the body through 
which its constituent organizations maintain mem- 


— in the World’s Student Christian Federa- 
ion. 


Although the Racine USCC meeting was a bygj. 
ness meeting, the delegates received great inspira. 
tion from it and a broadening of their vision of the 
Church, A_ spiritual atmosphere permeated the 
whole meeting. The delegates had been urged be. 
fore coming to the meeting to prepare themselves 
for it through prayer. The desire to advance the 
Kingdom of God was behind every action. The 
delegates, being the leaders in their respective 
organizations, were an unusually fine Christian 
group, and they felt not their denominational dif. 
ferences but their oneness in Christ and in their 
common purpose. A number of the students had 
just returned from the meeting of the General 
Committee of the World’s Student Christian Fede. 
ration and other European conferences where they 
had received from European students who had been 
tried in the fiery furnace of the War the passion 
to get American students to take their religion 
more seriouslv, to delve deeply into it, and to 
realize the value of prayer and Bible study. Their 
earnestness conveyed itself to the whole group. 


The USCC is just out of the infant stage. Until 
this year most of its energies had been devoted to 
organizational details. At the recent meeting it 
was felt that the USCC was ready to launch a 
constructive program of far-reaching importance. 
Action was taken on many very significant re 
ports. These included reports from its standing 
committees on the World’s Student Christian Fede- 
ration, Religion in Higher Education, Publications, 
Programs and Projects, Organization, and Execu- 
tive Committee. The USCC also co-sponsors the 
World Student Service Fund, the Student Volunteer 
Movement, the University Christian Mission, and 
the Committee on Friendly Relations among 
Foreign Students. 


The representatives of the Westminster Fellow- 
ship of our Church were Margaret Medbury, 
student at the University of Texas, George Hopper, 
student at Union Theological Seminary, Dr. Harry 
Goodykoontz, director of Student Work for the 
Assembly, and Rev. Malcolm Mclver, student 
pastor at the University of Alabama. 
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Pastor Niemoeller To Speak 


Davidson, Dec. 14. (Davidson College News 
Bureau), Pastor Martin Niemoeller, leading or 
ganizer of Christian opposition to the Nazi regime 
in Germany who is often called “Hitler’s most 
famous prisoner,” will speak to the Student Body 
of Davidson College on January 3, according to an 
announcement made today by Dr. John R. Cunning- 
ham, president of the college. 


Dr. Niemoeller, who first felt the wrath of the 
Nazis when he was removed from his parish in 
1933 after an attack on Hitler’s treatment of the 
Jews, will address the Davidson students at the 
regular morning chapel period and will speak again 
in Charlotte on the night of January 3. Admission 
to the Davidson address will be limited to the 
Student Body and townspeople, while the public 1s 
invited to the meeting in the First Methodist Church 
of Charlotte. 
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Pastor and Mrs. Niemoeller are the first Germans 
be admitted to the United States except those 
yrought in by the Army. They came to this country 
» give the address at the first public session of 
the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ, 
which was held in Seattle early in December. 


Pastor Niemoeller was first arrested by the 
Gestapo in July of 1937 on the personal order of 
Adolph Hitler. At the time he was pastor of the 
powerful Jesus Christ Church in Berlin—Dahlem. 
The famous Confessional clergyman, a submarine 
commander in World War I, had organized and led 
antiNazi opposition which had grown to national 
proportions. Niemoeller’s trial took place in Feb., 
1938, and attracted world-wide notice. 


He was sentenced to eight months’ imprisonment, 
a period which was extended to eight years by 
Hitler’s order. The intrepid opposition leader 
spent three years in solitary confinement at the 
concentration camp at Sachsenhausen and five more 
at the notorious Dachau crematorium. 


In November of 1945, he and Mrs. Niemoeller 
revisited the scene of his confinement and read the 
sign erected by the American Army, “In this crema- 
torium 238,756 human beings were cremated since 
1938.” At the time the Confessional pastor renewed 
his pledge to preach guilt and the need for for- 
giveness. 


“When in the midst of a Christian people 
6,000,000 persons are deliberately murdered only 
because they belonged to another race, no one can 
maintain that that guilt is not a fearful reality,” 
he said. 


Dr. Niemoeller and his wife are both active in 
the task of revitalizing the Christian Church in 
Germany. Despite limited reserves in health be- 
cause ot his eight years’ imprisonment, Pastor Nie- 
moeller is Vice-President of the Evangelical Church 
in Germany and is head of its relations with for- 
eign countries. He is an alternate on the Provis- 
ional Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


————0=a 


Otts Lecture Series 


Davidson, N. C., Dee. 11 (Davidson College News 
Bureau). ‘The Otts Lectures Series, conducted by 
Dr. Emile Cailliet of Wesleyan University, came to 
an end in Chambers Auditorium at Davidson College 
today after a series of six lectures which were 
begun at the Vesper services on Sunday, Dec. 3. 


Eminent Christian scholar, teacher and writer, 
Dr. Cailliet is Professor of French Literature and 
associate in Philosophy at Wesleyan, A native of 
France, he became an American citizen in 1937, 
following a period of distinguished service in the 
field of letters in France and Germany. On the 
subject of “The Christian Student,” Dr. Calliet has 
explained and illustrated the basic harmony between 
science and religion and demonstrated for the 
Davidson students the solution of the dilemma 
which today confronts the Christian scholar. 


The Otts series of lectures was made possible at 
Davidson by the endowment of Dr. J. M. P. Otts, 
who gave the first set in the spring of 1896. They 
are presented every four years, and are subse- 
quently published in book form. 
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Weighing And Marketing Clothing For Overseas 
Shipment At A C.W.S. Center 


Your Church Provides Direct Channel For 
Relief To War Sufferers 


Despite the fact that the war ended more 
than a year ago, human suffering is still in- 
tense in war-torn lands. Through your Church 
you can give clothing, shoes and other ma- 
terial aid—or cash contributions if you de- 
sire—for relief and reconstruction abroad. 


Church World Service, Inc., is the constituted 
agency for carrying on the Good Samaritan 
Program of the Church in disaster areas 
around the world. It provides Worldwide, 
Trustworthy, Efficient Service. in the name 
of Christ. The Southern Presbyterian Church 
is one of the 26 denominations composing 
this agency. 


Church World Service, Inc., will take your 
gifts of clothing (new or used), shoes, bed- 
ding, soap, candles, powdered milk, food con- 
centrates, medicines and hospital supplies, or 
livestock, and send these gifts to save lives 
overseas and help re-establish and strengthen 
church life in the devastated areas. 


Send such gifts to the most convenient of the 
following Church World Service Centers: 


New Windsor, Md. 

740 Esplanade Avenue, New Orleans, La. 
(Newly Opened). 

510 South Elm Avenue, St. Louis County 19, 
Mo. (New Street Address). 

134 North Patterson Boulevard, Dayton 2, 
Ohio. (New Street Address). 


Send contribution through your local Church 
Treasurer; or directly to Rev. E. C. Scott, 
D.D., Treasurer, War Relief Committee, Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., 1120 Liberty Bank 
Building, Dallas 1, Tex. 


For information, write Rev. Eugene L. Dan- 
iel, Special Representative, Box 330, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 


The Presbyterian War Relief Committee 
Rev. Vernon S. Broyles, Jr., Chm. 
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BACK TO JAPAN! 


During the month of December two of our mis- 
sionaries to Japan are starting back to begin anew 
the work they necessarily laid down at the outbreak 
of the war. These missionaries are Rev. W. A. 
Mclllwaine, D.D., and Rev. James A. McAlpine. 


In 1941, Mr. McAlpine reached the United States 
with his family for regular furlough only to be 
disappointed in returning by the outbreak of the 
war before the end of his furlough. Dr. McIllwaine 
and his wife were caught in Japan at the beginning 
of the war. He was interned by the Japanese and 
allowed to see his wife for very brief periods, most 
of the time only a few minutes a day and sometimes 
not even then. Both of them suffered a great deal 
through the inevitable health hazard in insufficient 
food. Both returned to this country on the first 
trip of the Gripsholm in 1942. 


Dr. MclIllwaine sailed from Galveston, Texas, on 
the S. S. Simoon, Lykes Line, for Kobe Japan, 
December 4. He leaves his wife and little daughter, 
Ellen, in Davidson, N. C 


Mr. McAlpine is leaving his home on December 
9 to complete arrangements for sailing from Seattle, 
Washington on December 23 on the S. S. Marine 
Adder, to Yokohama, He leaves his wife and two 
daughters in Stillwater, Oklahoma. 


Dr. MclIllwaine wrote recently, “I arrived in 
Japan on New Year’s Day 1920 to begin my mis- 
sionary work there. If we make our schedule I 
shall arrive there on New Year’s Day 1947 to begin 
my work anew.” 


The war is over. Reconstruction has begun. Two 
of our missionaries have been granted permission 
by our government and the Army of Occupation to 
get back and begin anew the work interrupted by 
the war. In the name of the Prince of Peace they 
go to take hands with fellow Christians in that war 
torn country, to sow the seed of the Gospel of the 
Kingdom, to introduce men, women, and little chil- 


dren there to Christ who comes “with healing in 
his wings.” 


Engagements Of Dr. C. L. Nisbet 


Friends of Dr. C. L. Nisbet, Evangelist and 
Bible Teacher throughout the bounds of our 
Church, will be glad to know that he has re- 
covered from his recent serious illness and is now 
arranging his schedule of meetings tor the coming 
year. Inere are three or tour open periods tor 
the balance of this church year. kngagements are 
also being made tor the church-year 1947-1948. 


He may be reached at 2730 Urchard Avenue, 
Huntington 4, W. Va. 


Miss Georgia Hewson 


The Executive Committee of Foreign Missions 
has learned with deep regret of the death of Miss 
Georgia Hewson in Richmond, Va., on December 
4th, after long months of illness. She was twenty- 
six years our missionary in Korea, serving in the 
capacity of registered nurse, rendering not only 
efficient medical service, but through her life and 


personal testimony, constantly bearing witness to 
the Great Physician. 
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Overture To The General Assembly 
Of The Presbyterian Church 
(United States) From Suwannee 
Presbytery 


May, 1947, 


The Presbytery of Suwannee in session at the 
First Presbyterian Church, Ocala, Fla., November 
13, 1946, humbly overtures the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church, United States, meeting 
in Montreat, N. C., in May, 1947, as follows: 


Inasmuch as there seems to be no regular system 
requiring church sessions to keep accurate records 
of baptisms, deaths, weddings, and transfers, the 
General Assembly adopt some specific rule, ip. 
sisting upon definite records. If these are kept by 
the minister, that he be expected to leave a dupli.- 
cate record with the church session upon his leaving 
for another field. 

Attest: 
Stephen T. Harvin, 
Stated Clerk, 


Suwannee Presbytery, 
Ocala, Fla. 


Nov. 13, 1946. 


Bullock Creek Church 
Bethel Presbytery 


On November 24th, the following officers, who 
had been previously elected, were ordained and 
installed: Ruling Elders, B. Earl Ratchford, Wil 
liam C. Blair, Roy M. Nelson and Thomas B. 
Robbins; Deacons, Thomas G. Dowdle, Jr., and 
Homer G, Purcell. 


Rev. LeRoy P. Burney, Synod’s Director of Re 
ligious Education, held a five day Training School 
in Sharon, in which a number of church partic: 
pated. Six of our members took credit courses, 
and a number attended one or more classes. 


Rev. Malcolm Calhoun, of York, who taught the 
course on “The Elder and Deacon,” conducted the 
preparatory services for Communion at Bullock. 


Mr. Burney conducted conferences for chur 
leaders also at Hopewell and Mount Pleasant, 
assisted by Miss Jane Chamblee, associate worker 
for the Synod. 


Messrs. O’Neal Gaston and Herbert P. Bund 
have recently been ordained and installed # 
Deacons at Mount Pleasant Church. 

T. K. Mowbray. 


Contributions Of The Presbyterian 
Church (U. S.) To The General 
Assembly's Training School 
For The Month Of November: 


1945 


For The Year: 
1946 
1945 














jon. 1, 1947 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


EE aaaaaaacacaacaaaaeaaaaaaaeaaaaaaacaaaeaaaaaaaccmaaacaaaaasaaeecammamaammaaaaaammmaaamaaml 


Revival In Jacksonville, N. C. 


A gracious revival continues in Jacksonville 
Church. Before the meeting began many sent for 
their church letter. Then Rev. William M. Currie, 
Belmont, N, C., beloved former pastor, preached 
to a full church every service for ten days. The 
entire official boards, elders and deacons, and 
many of the congregation reconsecrated their 
lives. Twenty-six have already united with the 
church and fifteen others have their church letters 
in transit. 


Bethel Presbytery 


At the request of the Presbytery’s Work Com- 
mittee, the Moderator, Rev. T. K, Mowbray, has 
changed the date of the Winter Meeting of Bethel 
Presbytery to Thursday, January 9, 1947, 9:30 
am. (from Jan. 14th). 


This has been done because of the convocation 
of the ministers of the Synod at Columbia, S. C., 
on January 14-15. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


WORD STUDIES IN THE 
NEW TESTAMENT 


By Marvin Vincent. Published by William B. 
Eerdman’s Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Four volumes. Price $20.00. 


The reissuing of this classic work on the New 
Testament is a valuable contribution to the evan- 
gelical Christianity of our day. These studies came 
from Dr. Vincent while he was Professor in the 
New Testament Department of Union Theological 
Seminary of New York. They are loyal to the po- 
sition of historic Christianity and marked by exact 
scholarship. 


Dr. Vincent felt that there was a need for a 
book of this kind taking the position midway be- 
tween the exegetical commentary and the lexicon. 
He sought to put the reader of the English Bible 
nearer to the standpoint of the Greek scholar by 
opening to him the native force of the separate 
works of the New Testament in their lexical sense, 
their history, and the peculiarities of their usage 
by different evangelists and Apostles, It was writ- 
ten for readers with little or no knowledge of the 
Greek. To some extent this great work reminds us 
of the volumes by Archbishop Trench called “Study 
Of Words” and “New Testament Synonyms.” Vin- 
cent like Trench reminds us that in the history of 
words Christianity proves itself to be a redeemer 
of human speech. Both authors point out that the 
New Testament lifted words out of ignoble asso- 
ciations and uses and employed them as servants 
of inspired Truth. 


Dr. Vincent has followed the text of Wescott 
and Hort in conjunction with Tichendorf’s eighth 
edition. He acknowledges his indebtedness to Ben- 
gel’s well known “Gnomon.” 


Many fine suggestions for homiletical purposes 
are to be found here, even on familiar passages of 


Scripture. For example, in John 3:16 the author 
reminds us that the word “gave” emphasizes the 
idea of sacrifice rather than sent. 


Another feature of tremendous value in this 
work is that each book of the New Testament has 
an excellent introduction preceding it. These in- 
‘roductions are in harmony with such well known 
scholars as Wescott and Lightfoot. 


We unhesitatingly commend this set of New 
Testament studies to our readers, especially to 
ministers and Sunday School teachers. It will 
strengthen any Christian’s library. 


—John R. Richardson. 


ORDER THE ABOVE SET FROM 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 
Weaverville . North Carolina 


THE PROCESS OF PERSUASION 


By Clyde R. Miller. Published by the Crown 
Publishers, 419 Fourth Avenue, New York 16, New 
York, N. Y. Price, $2.00, 


It would not be accurate to classify this volume 
as a religious book. It must be catalogued in the 
field of Applied Psychology. This does not mean 
that it has no bearing on religion. As a matter 
of fact, it deals with principles the Christian 
worker must employ from day to day in success- 
ful witnessing for Christ. Few references are 
made to the church and as far as we are able 
to evaluate these utterances the author’s theological 
views are not in harmony with our own. The 
principles set forth in this volume are based 
on scientific research and objective analyses of the 
processes by which we are influenced by propo- 
ganda. 


The author believes that self-preservation is 
persuasion’s first law. “Self” for him is an inclusive 
term taking in such things as hunger and the 
desires to be beautiful and successful. According 
to his analysis “The two great combinations in 
persuasion are security and hope, insecurity and 
fear.” 


Another law in the art of persuasion is based 
upon the power of conditioned reflexes. A fasci- 
nating chapter deals with this thought under the 
caption, “Persuasion By Conditioned Reflex.” 
Here it is pointed out the importance of repetition 
in conditioning our reflexes. Speaking of repetition 
the author writes, “It is a prime factor in per- 
suasion which requires habits and the building 
of habits to attain any result, good, bad, or 
indifferent.” 


In an excellent chapter on “The Triggers of 
Persuasion” we are reminded of the power of 
emotionally colored words. One of these typically 
emotionally charged words is “Mother” and then 
the author offers some observations that every 
preacher who preaches a Mother’s Day sermon 
on “Mother” should read. 


If this book should do nothing more than. re- 
mind us in a vivid manner of the importance of 
the right use of our critical faculties it would be 
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easily worth the price. Too many people are gulli- 
ble and not all gullible people are found outside 
of the Church. A good conclusion to this stimu- 
lating book may be expressed in the words of 
Saint Paul, “Prove all things, hold fast to that 
which is good.” —John R. Richardson. 


—_——.@———— 
HEIRS OF THE PROPHETS 


By Samuel M. Zwemer. Published by the Moody 
Press, 153 Institute Place, Chicago 10, Ill. Illus- 
trated. Price $2.00. 


This book shows evidence of a scholar at work. 
It is obvious, both from the references quoted and 
from this author’s account of his own experiences, 
that he is at home with his subject; and indeed he 
should be, after nearly forty years among those of 
whom he writes. To those who study comparative 
religion, or those who plan to work or travel among 
the Moslems, this book will be a boon. As the 
author says: “The key to understanding of the 
masses lies in personal friendship with their 
clergy ... ” To the clergy and the religious cus- 
toms of Moslems he proceeds to introduce us. 


The author points out that these men, the clergy, 
have duties which correspond to the clergy here in 
America. They preach, teach, conduct funerals and 
weddings, receive converts and excommunicate, and 
act as civil judges as well. They exercise a ministry 
of prestige, education, intercession and authority; 
they control the pulpit, the popular press and a 
great deal of the education. 


With his description of the clergy and religious 
customs of Islam the author has given an account 
of the rise and growth of Mohammedanism. Here 
it is seen that Mohammed borrowed from both 
Christianity and Judaism, and a number of other 
religions, 


To those interested in Mohammedanism this book 
will be very tascinating; to those who plan to make 
contact with Mohammedans this book is necessary. 


—McKinley Weaver. 


<> 
THE RIVER JORDAN 


By Nelson Glueck. Published by The West- 
minster Fress, Philadelphia, Fa. Price $3.50. 


If a book may be said to have personality, this 
one has. However, as with peopie with unusual 
personalities, so tnis book ‘too must be taken with 
some discrimination and restraint, as weil as with 
appreciation. ‘I’ne author ils a capabie scholar; Pro- 
Iessor of bible and Biblical Arcnaeoiogy at He- 
brew Union College, Cincinnati, Unio, ana Director 
of the American Scnoois ot Uriental Kesearch at 
Jerusalem and bagaad; yet the idiom of the book 
1S not academic, Dut esthetic and religious. Dr. 
Glueck calis his book “‘an expression ot wonder at 
the majesty ot the Jordan,’ and so he writes with 
enthusiasm and sincerity, not as a professional re- 
porter oI persons ana places. ‘the Jordan Kiver 
itseiI Occupies the book not so much as the entire 
Jordan Vailey, which is described and discussed in 
reiation to its secular and biblical history. History, 
in the author’s mind, is “the march of civiliza- 
tion.” The “God of history” is included in the 
march, and so the religion involved is a syncretism. 
The story of the book is highlighted, and its value 
increased, by the use of many illustrations. 


—William D. Gray. 
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BOOKS ON INDIA FOR ALL AGE GROUPS 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE JU. &. 
P. O. Box 330, Nashville 1, Tennessee 
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KING COLLEGE 


BRISTOL . TENNESSEE 
Completion of Federal Housing Project now makes possible 
the reception of twenty new students at beginning of second 
semester, January 27, 1947. Early application is advised. 


R. T. L. Liston, President, Box “J,” Bristol, Tenn. 
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“NOW IS THE TIME!” 

By C. Darby Fulton. Price 60 cents. Order from: 
Presbyterian Book Stores, Richmond Va., or Dal- 
as, Tex., or Educational Department, Executive 
Committee of Foreign Missions, Box 330, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. : 

“Fly over to Africa with Dr. Fulton, the ‘sole 
and only’ passenger on a big C-54 across the South 
Atlantic. Stand on a corner in Rio de Janeiro with 
him and his daughter while with tears in their eyes 
and lumps in their throats they wave to the return- 
ing Brazilian and American GIs marching past with 
their banners down the boulevard. Face with the 
author the Communist-Kuomintang alternative in 
China in all its grimness where the gospel points 
the only way. Listen to a Brazilian serenade on 
the coach of a passenger train, and to the match- 
less singing of the Hallelujah Chorus by one hun- 
dred and twenty black boys and girls in the heart 
of Africa. Weigh the account of the injustice of 
the Roman Catholic efforts to deprive the protes- 
tant Churches of their right to propagate their 
faith in the world. Follow the vivid story of the 
mob that stormed the National Convention of 
Evangelicals in Toluca, Mexico: the seething crowds 
armed with daggers, clubs, and other implements 
of frenzy, the shots and the tear gas—while the 
service goes calmly on. Feel the importance of 
Christian leadership’s hour today in Korea, Rea- 
lize our second chance in Japan as shown by one 
who was born there and knows that country and 
its thinking as few do. These and many other 
Signs of the Times around the earth in this new 
atomic age are all yours in this latest book from 
Dr. Fulton’s pen.” —H. Kerr Taylor. 


—_.—_—. 
TUCKER AT GATESHEAD 


By Virginia Baker. Published by The Moody 
Press, 153 Institute Place, Chicago 10, Ill, 128 
pages. Illustrated. Price $1.00. 


Those who have not met the Tucker family in 
“Tuckers Turn Out” by the same author will enjoy 
doing so, and those who have will be glad to renéw 
old acquaintances and make new friends. This is 
mystery and adventure for those in the early 
teens, or a little younger. 


This interesting story tells how the Tuckers 
Were invited to spend their two weeks’ vacation 
‘at a place called Gateshead in Southern Virginia 
near where the Potomac River runs into the Chesa- 
Peake Bay.” 


Interwoven with the story of the Tuckers and 
their vacation is an account of a Vacation Bible 
ool, and some lessons in family worship. These 
are put into the book so unobstrusively and natur- 
ally, and fit so well, that they make the story even 
more interesting, and abundantly worthwhile. 
—McKinley Weaver. 


KING COLLEGE 


High Standards of Scholarship 


Positive Christian Influences 
Scholarships 


For catalog, write R. T. L. Liston, President, Box “J,” Bristol, Tenn. 





FREE FILM STRIP 


Excellent For Use At Evening Services 
Auxiliary Meetings - Young 
People’s Meetings 
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You may now secure free from our office a * 
professionally produced, first-class 35-m.m. ° 
film strip about our Protestant overseas pro- § 
gram. It also shows many dramatic scenes * 
from devastated Europe and Asia. There is ° 
an interesting accompanying script. Suitable * 
to be presented in a minimum time of twenty ° 
minutes. Write: : 
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Rev. Eugene L. Daniel 
Special Representative 


Presbyterian War Relief Committee 
P. O. Box 330 
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Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE » 


Begin September, January, June or July 
Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses 
leading to A.A. or A.S. Degree. 
Preparatory: 10th, 11th, 12th Grades. 
Veterans’ Refresher. 

Business Administration. 

Flight: Private Pilot, Commercial, 
Instructor Rating. 

Aircraft and Engine Mechanics, 
Vocational Courses Prepare to Operate 
Own Business. 

Apartments Available for Married Students. 
Registration Fee $5.00 
P. O. Box B-4 Maxton, N. C. 
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IN THE BRIGHT SYRIAN LAND 

By Frances Jenkins Olcott. Published by Review 
& Herald Publishing Association, Washington, 
D. C. Price $1.25. - 

This beautifully bound volume, its white marble 
effect, with gilt letters, and the story of David, to- 
gether with the rotogravure illustrations, which are 
photographs made by the author, constitutes a 
lovely gift volume. Its well chosen chapter subjects, 
the numerous scriptural references, the apt quota- 
tions, make it especially fitting as a gift to those 
who would meditate on spiritual things, to shut-ins, 
to those who not caring especially for technical 
material, wish something refreshing, of a devotional 
nature, Carefully written, with deep appreciation 
of literary forms, and artistic beauty, we include 
this volume with the life-enrichment series. 

—Oscar E. Sanden. 
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Shall We Merge With The 
Northern Church? 


By Kenneth S. Keyes 


Let’s Look At The Facts 
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CHURCH GROWTH! 


In 1980 the Northern Church had 1,984,108 members. In 1946 its membership was 2,174,530, an 
increase of only 9.6 percent. 


A recent study of church growth from 1926 to 1945 made by the Federal Council of Churches re 


vealed that the Northern Presbyterian Church had the smallest rate of growth of all the denomina- 
tions of a million or more members. 


In 1930 our Southern Church had 457,855 members. In 1946 our membership was 593,613, an in- 
crease of 30 percent. 


The consistent year after year increase in our membership—at a rate more than three times the 
growth of the U.S.A. Church—can mean only one thing. We must be doing a better over-all job for 
the cause of Christ than they are! 


Outnumbering us almost four to one—overwhelmingly outvoting us in the church courts—can we 
-expect our program and policies that have produced this steady growth 1 to yoovell in the united 
Church? er 

Is it not more logical to believe that their methods, which: have resulted in a pitifully small. in- 
crease in membership in the last 17 years, will prevail and that our rate of growth will eventually 
be pulled down to their level instead of theirs being brought up to ours? 


Next Issue: The Facts On Sunday School Enrollment! 
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Now is the Time ! 


IN LOYALTY TO CHRIST AND THE CHURCH 
LET US GIVE OUR PART 


TO REBUILD OUR WORK IN THE FAR EAST . . . $360,000 


( Of the $1,000,000 authorized by the General Assembly 
in 1944, 1945 and 1946, $640,000 has been received.) 


TO MEET INFLATION COSTS FOR 
THE MISSIONARIES AND THEIR WORK . . 140,000 





TOTAL REQUIRED . . $500,000 


WEEK OF PRAYER AND SELF-DENIAL FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS 


JANUARY 26 — FEBRUARY 2, 1947 





EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 


BOX 330 NASHVILLE 1, TENNESSEE 
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Read what these people 


say 


this booklet 


Recently we received this from a man in 
Texas (name furnished on request): 


“One of your booklets has fallen into my 
hands and it would appear from its perusal that 
the impossible is made possible, in that one can 
have their cake and eat it too. I understand that 
a certain part of the funds given you can be de- 
ducted as donation on income tax forms, and also 
a part of the interest received from you can be 
deducted for a certain number of years. It looks 
like I have been overlooking the best investment 
in the world. I only hope to increase the amount 
sent you many fold during the next few years.” 


He was referring to our Annuity Gift plan, 
whereby one can buy a guaranteed lifetime in- 
come for himself or for another person and at 
the same time make a gift of the principal to 
Foreign Missions. 

His letter is only one of many in our files 
from happy annuitants. A widow in Florida 
writes: 


“After my husband’s death I turned over his 
life insurance funds to the Executive Committee 
of Foreign Missions on the Annuity Plan. This 
has proved most satisfactory, insuring relief from 
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Have you, too, been over-looking 


“The Best Investment 


In the World?” 


. . then send for 
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investments, 4 
the funds * 
would finally be used as we desire they should 


the uncertainty of making safe 
prompt interest payments and that 


be.” rt 
. be , , ' 

A retired missionary who is an annuitant , 
writes from North Carolina: | 


' 

“It is a most attractive plan by which those + 
who desire to aid the world-wide extension of the ' 
Kingdom of God can do so without depriving » 
themselves of the necessities of life. The Annuity # 
Fund provides an opportunity by which a lover of } 
the Kingdom may be a channel of blessing to be- + 
nighted souls throughout the earth by the invest- * 
ment of funds that will bring him an interest , 
which will compare favorably with rates secured t 
from the leading business concerns. All the while } 
he is comforted by the assurance that his invest- , 
ment is under the control of an absolutely trust 
worthy agency who has at heart not only the best } 
interest of the investor but also the greatest » 
good of the benighted nations of the earth. Best # 
of all, his investment continues to discharge its , 
beneficent mission after the investor has finished t 
his earthly career and joined the ranks of the 
great company before the Throne.” 


Our Annuity Gift plan offers many advan } 
tages which we will welcome the opportunity t 
to explain. Let us send you without charge oF + 
obligation, a copy of our booklet, “A Guar} 
anteed Life Investment With Mutual Benefits} 
For Yourself And Others.” Write today to: 


Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN 
MISSIONS 


Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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